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denceTjy which the gofpel is fup^artecj. 



velation. 
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On the time fixed, in the book of 
Daniel, for the appearance of the Mcf- 
fiah, the expectations of the Jews con- 
cerning him, and their divifion on this 
fubjed:. 
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On the characfter of Jefus Chrift, and 
the writers of his life. 
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OH THK HATU.RB OF THA'^. KVID-£H«E B^^ 

wiii'ctl Tiik aospEL IS suppoktsd.. 



It haslicierrtHe fate-of many. 
great* and iHuftrtous' cKaraificrs; to\k- 
mifrepifelented ; and to hate different 
opinions formed'^oftheniby iperfons of 
diffei-ent parties and iprejiidices j bat 
there never was a peribn -on earth whb 
Has; for.fo lorig atirhc' bfectir a-fubjedl 
of coBtrbveH^as JfesusCiiRTST; THe- 
eontroveriy has aifiimcd *various forms, 
and h:as been-ftimulitcd hy various paf- 
iro'n« and ' intcrells J lAit it ' has never" 
bcendiicontinued.-or.if filent awhiW, . 
it has :bK)fcen out again fronv itt- ic« ■ 
iUaint, . 



"T ; 

I DISSERTATIONS 

, .', Thft.QPpofTuc^ to the g(5%el atthls 

th^t intbe^cady days (of ';thriftianit)r; 
Then the Fbilowers of Chrift, were aci- 
cufed before magift rates, or infulted by 
mobs, or anatheiftiftis^cdL'fiy. fynagogues 
and counciti''";*nawi oifr'pcrfons are 
IkFe; Ahff oiif refigioit^' y^otM'A fk'Undi?- 
turb'ca ; "butwe hear our mafter defamed , 
and the wjrUers«e£.bis^Iife abufed. The 
extraordinary fa(5ls which they have re- 
^0r(kc^,a4:f ;^i^|i$c jP&poeien^e^ as incre> 
M^9 K >mm^^> thfi^fujjjedt ff .i>rpii»e 

/pup^:.p4i;|ly ^a.RedaHtiy, partLj ip 
j^auc^^ an4 ,paft|j. in . iJl mai^iers., 

js J^ft«V*%ti»g f -.Jtfo^ iptft .#!?; ra/nxls of 
i^^:#JJ^^sj,!?p4 :^l^I il??ft; Acred 
,U^ths.j,jjse^^i9<^e4 .afi4iJ-i44?Vl?d, wr^h,- 

■^vriter, I find the following.* 

;*A(eofreafan,f. 14. Anxericaa Editiao* 
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CJN CHRISTIANITY; f^ 

'■** tdokus tlH -not •• Ueii^ve " tl* 
teutrreftiori- ; and - wwirAT tibt bfclie?A 
withdut haViAg octilalr chid ihtirtiial -d^i. 
monftration himfrlf. So hCitKir w/t 
I ; aiid the rcafon is equally As ^good 
for ihe, and fot fevtrjr oflicr ^ifoAy as. 
for Thomas.". 

ft is true that T^hotnas ti id'nbt^ bcficvt: 

• • • I 

thb teooh fef the rtfiirr^iba ftcMrt' his 
brelhith ; M ft- ?« etpjkH)^ -fttjfe 'ihft 

■WuA«c aftt'lxilfcVe^it^.'atfthfe^ilHf t!*ib 
'tli^t J^Tq^ tbiKleibcAdtfcl t^-|[{voMhii(!l 
thb' '♦* ofcufer Jtod' niMrtal' desiofrilfi. 

^/ a» apojile to havej hfr': 2l<«dijfi|fttftikl 
^hc' 'dbiiaermijion %ith' 'tMs rh«)ft<»^ble 

d«*laAtkm. -'"'llibttiaij, ■'bfeiaUft'thtHi 
'hafij^?;y hie thot^KifV beIfeV6dV bifcffed 

are tliey ^lib haVfe >i*/.^A a«ri 5r« KiWfc 
^beiiei«».**« " Miftljit*'**!^ Mm-iotii*. 



^ DISS CRT ATlOMtt, 

a^jfor.him*; but that there maybe 
true ^th Without Jt ; that pcrlons wl 
have not enjoyed it, and who cann 
enjoy it; rnay Mve iuch evidence ofien 
to thefn as will be a fufficient ground 
faith, and give them a title to true blei 
ednefs. What this evidence is,, may 
Jeam^ from the. remark of the evai 
gelical hiilorian immediately fbllowini 
* '/ Mdfiy other. fign» truly. did Jef 
ia the prefen^ qf hi^ dHci^dea^ wh Lch a 
not wi^itteajn^thi&book ;; but thcle.a 
.wrijl^{ie/fb^: F^ mffiht believe^ .thi 
Jefus is the. Chi j^, the Son of God 
and ^tb^ieving, ye might have lif 

.rradny. dgliwprcdr'^^^^ *P^^.ic or pi: 
vaie;(difcca*jrfe& apriomUed , to credibj 
cvi4en$:e ' ^f thk great event i but i 
Acy knew th^^ijfelvfiS tpbe mprtalj the 
wctei.diro^ed :by ^jthe ifajne. fnflfrenc 
wftiig^cQiyiu^ted tberwt|^ug:h ^1 the 
.elraqgelical hibojirs tQiConHnitto Writin 



ON 'CHRISTIANITVi jf 

Puch things as were ncceffary to be a 
proper fouridation for 'faith. Though 
Bicy did not record every difcourfe, or 
fvcry ligri, or adion of their mailer,' 
(rea though they might omit fomc cir-^ 
nimflances of thofe things which they 
have recorded ; yet there is enough 
ivritten (o convince every ferious and 
!*andid inquirer, that Jefus '^vas the 
Chrii^,the Son of God and therefore that 
ihere is a fure foundation for the hope 
rffalvation by hirti. 

The gofpel, wid particularly that 
sapital part of it, '■ the rcfurredioh of 
fefus, lis propbfed to us, not barely as 
m objec5t of faith ; but as containing 
ihe hope of eternal life. ' It is fet before 
.IS, not merely to be believed as a mat- 
:er of faSt ; but to fate trufted in as a mat- 
ter iof importance to us ; as that oii 
iicrhich our eyerlaiHng intereft depends: 
rhisisa jiift view of the gofpel, and 
wt cannot rightly -eflimate itS' valued 
virithoiit taking ;bc^ thelfe ideas* mta the 
^ For if the gofpel,- orihc nk 



if DISSERTATIONS 

JCurrefti^n of Jefusu vcr<j.prop;9fed nv>re^ 
Xy .^an obj«<St^of jsejicf,, Ayijthowtjjiy' 
cQniidcratwwv o^Wi^j ^pif^eft ixK. it,- fome 
pcrioa jni^t,fay, *.* Wfeay^ tins ^o me ? 
Jt may be true, or it way no,t b^ true.. 
I have no le/fur^ f9r ii;i,^uif ipsi, but into' 
^hofe things .syiti^ wihjfh t %.ve. %no 

xy to n^en whoiiaye tyfne.anid.j^nm? t^ 
purfutthem," Or, on thp.,Qti^r h^dij 

if it were propofcd to.,u|,;fv^ ;gi:G.W^ 
5)f;ot^djtat^caW-, vvi,^ut;,(^, rational 

<Yitee of its.ti^|^, fpiip9'*fl[ug^: ^ay, 
* ' How can I. eiitei;tain- hopei, 'nyithpui 
ibme evid^ncei whieh. fati&fic^ xm W«4 1 
Tcan^ot^cc tny;;efi:p^^i^G|a,. where, j^ 
can feg.B^ T^^fon-fW c^n^^ei^c, . !% 
«teW^ 4B<;efeft is^a^uiyf ft>io, jf^ijej^QW} 
to,be..cfMnixiit.te4,to,^ny perfa^.a^ a. /ayi^ 

our, buttoooe.xo^pemiQ^.whpfe cUa,-* 
r^of .»nd-fliu^fi(ajiqj>sk:; cai);>e ^tlsji. 



ON CJ^RI^TIANITY, t^ 

ilarly the dodtrine of his refurrcdion, is 
-propofed to us in a twofold view ; as an 
objeca of faith,. and therefore fupported 
by proper evidence s and as an objedl of 
vaft importance to us and therefore de- 
ferving attention* It is an objedl of fo 
much importance, that if we do not in-- 
quire into its truth with a view to enter- 
tain the hope which it contains, we are 
criminal ia the higheft -degree ; and can-; 
nofefcape the fevered reprehenfion of 
our own confcience in a folemn hour. 

... 

If the gofpel be of any importance, }t is 

of the higheft ; it not only gives Us di- 

tcdlions for our condudt in this lifei; but 

it points the way to immortality.; It 

propofes toxis asamoft ferious" truth, 

that this life is but tht firft ftage of our 

exiftencc, and that though we muft die 

and return to . the duft, ye? that there 

(hall bea rcfurredion. It propofes to 

us immortality, as the reward of well 

doing ; and this immortality is faid to 

be aftate of the higheft enjoyment which 

rational beings can exped: or defirc j an 

eteroal enjoyment of the chief good, 

B 



J4 DISSE-RTATIONS 

and an eternally increafing conformity 
to God as the bafis of that enjoyment i 
and the refurredlion of Jefu5 fhows us 
in the cleareft light, 'how we are to ar- 
rive at this immortality. 

Now, what can be of more impor- 
tance to mankind than fuch a dodtrine ? 
Is there any higher or nobler truth with 
which we have any concern ? Is there 
any thing,about which we can or ought 
to be more folicitous than to fecure our 
Iiappinefs in the future ftate ? And can 
we have any fatisfa(ilion concerning this 
moll important of all coniiderations, 
equ^l to what is given to us in the gof- 
pel? 

As the gofpel profefles to have in view 
our eternal intereft ; there is fomething 
to excite our inquiry. We cannot look 
upon it with indifference ; if it be truc> 
it deeply and intimately concerns us. 
We muft feel ourfelves interefted in the 
inquiry, whether it be true or not ; and 
this confideration ought to lead us to a 
feriousand thorough inquiry into that 
evidence, by which it is fupportcd. 



On CMRIStlAl^ITY. 15 

Men will not put thcmfelves to the 
trouble* of inquiry, without fome prof- 
pe6t of advantage : They mufl be per- 
fuaded that there is fome good to be ob- 
tained, before they will enter on any 
thing which has the appearance of la- 
bour. He who conftituted our minds 
knew this ; and therefore he has adapt- 
ed his gofpel to our moral conilitution : 
He has propofed to us, the higheft good 
to be obtained, by a due regard to the 
revelation which he has given ; that our 
.attention might be excited toward it as 
a valuable and important object 
: But he has not only given us a proper 
.motive to make the inquiry ; he hasalfp 
afiRDrded us fuch evidence as is fufficicnt 
.to convince us of the truth, that is, of 
fuch kind of truth as is thus highly in* 
tercfting tp us. If phyfical truth were 
the obje(5l of our inquiry, we might 
look for fuch kind of evidence as is 
equal to mathematical demonftration. 
But our fearch is after moral truth, and 
therefore we. mufl admit moral evidence. 
What I mean, is, that we nauft admit 
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fucli Evidence as we do in other Cafes, 
where our intereft is concerned ; fuch 
eividence as we think it prudent to ad- 
mit and to depend on in matters whicli 
weefteem of great importance to us*^ 
Let us take an example. ' 

Let us fuppofe, (as moft people real- 
ly, do) that the acquifition of wealth is 
kjtic of the moft defireable and import- 
■tint things in the World ^arid that it is 
the part of wifdoni to obtain as mtich 
riches as we can by our own induflry, ^ 
and at the fame tfme, that there is a ne- 
ceflity of trufting to othermeh, for their 
"information and affiftancc to accomplifli 
OUT defires. Do we not think It ratiorf-* 
al and prudent to put this confidence m 
them ? Do we not depend on their abiF- 
ities, their veracity, their fklelity ? And 
what reafon have we to tHIif^k it fafe fdr 
us fo to do. ? . ; . ; 

Suppofe there is a report of a newly 

discovered country, cbhtaihihgabund^t 

fupplies of merchandize, the rrteans of 

wealth ; artd^ that by adventuring oUr 

•fubftancc-fliithcri tfeeie^ls^a great* fco[^ 



pe<9; of . advantage ; what evidence do 

we require as a ground of that conduct 

which is prudent and rationatl ? I^uft 

we a<5lually fee that country withljpur 

own eypjs ?. No. Muft Wc fee theiiper- 

fpns who have been .tbetc, and h^a^r the 

ftory from their* own mouths? No. 

^ Muft we examine their jn voices and 

jfount the gains which they have made, ? 

No, We content ourfelves with an in- 

. ferior kind of evidence : We depend on 

. teftimony, . which ^wc thjok credible. 

It there are books ?or letters written by 

. perfons of proper information and ere- 

^ dit^ we depend on tliat evidence : We 

believe that; fuch a country exifts ; and 

that there is /uch a way of getting 

wealth ; a^id xve take the moft prudent 

methods to obtain it. We put our 

confide^icq in \ fuch perfans as are heft 

acquainttjd with the bufinefs ^ and, 

venture our fubftance on the credit of 

their abilities and information. Wha 

- - - n* » 

does not think this, rational and pru- 
dent condud; ? 

B 5? 
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Well, juftfuch kind of evidence is 
exhibited to* us to Support our hope of 
imiiiortality''^ Evidence, on which it is 
Tatifiiial and pftident to build our expec- 
tatiofis, atid'form'^ 'our condudt. I fay. 
Inch >PfW of evidence, becaufe it is the 
evidenci^tfcfHmanyj but it is much 
higher iftits 'degree.^ ' For,^ the one is 
fubjtfO: to-fonife dedudtioil, becaufe the 
moft probable rhean^' hive fometiiiies 
failed : The adventurer has in fome in- 
fiances beeh^ difappointed : His confi- 
dence has becrvtfti^laced, or his oppor- 
tunities loft : Sctae^acciderit • has inter- 

• \'encd to blaft Kis cxpediations however 
well grounded; but the other catn fuffer 
no deduftion ' from any fuch circum- 
ftances : No inftances can be produced^ 
that any have failed of fal vation ; if they 

- have fought it , in the way pointed out in 
the gofpel ; and, therefore, there is no 
counter evidence to detra<Sl from the cre- 

* dibility of the gofpel hope. It ought 
•then to have that place in our minds 

which belongs to the higheft degree of 
moral evidence. It is faid that ** faith* 

^ Heb. xi, I, 
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is the evidence of things, not feert ; the 

fubftance of things hoped for/*^ Here 

are the 'fame ideas held out, a profpedt 

of advantage to be a ground of hope ; 

as well as evidence of truth, to be a 

ground of faith. Where there is a prof- 

^ ped: of advantage, and of fach vaft un- 

fpeakable advantageous the happincfs of 

a' future ftate ; a fubje<ft which has en- 

' gaged the attention of good men in, all 

ages ; "furcly,- it is rational to admit that 

degree of tti'oral evidence^ which is 

founded on credible teftimony ; on 

teftimorty which cdnhot be corttrstdiited 

•by any teftimony of equal credibJlity > 

' and, from the certainrty of which, n<J dt- 

dud:ion can be made by any reafonable 

evidence of a contrary truth. 

Such is the kind of ? ^ videnie 'i aftd 
fuch is the degree- of that kind of evi* 
denceoti which the fafts which in Vol ve the 
gofpel hope of eternal life arc grounded . It 
is the evidence of teftimony ; the.teftimony 
of Jefus Chrift and his apoftks. Jefus 
Chrift came from heaven into this world 
and pointediout to us the path of life by 
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If what is faid fliould fall into the 
hands of any who are yet wavering and 
unfettlcd in their belief of chriftianity, 
let me fay to them ; that the middle 
ftate you are in, between a full belief of 
the gofpcl and a total dilbelief of it, 
Jays you a Urong obligation to- pay a 
ftridt regard to the evidence by which 
it is fupportcd. For why doyou doubt, 
unlcfs you have (ome idea of the impor- 
tance of the gofpcl and that your inter- 
eft may be involved in it ? Had you no 
apprehenfion of its value, you would 
not think it worthy of a doubts But 
yotur prcfent ftate of fufpence, implies a 
•perluafion that if the gofpel be true; it 
is of the utmoftconfequencc to you. 
Let this perfuafion operate as a ftrong 
motive, to examine it, with the famp 
attention that you wpuld beftow on 
.books or letters which dir€(5l you how 
to fecure your moft valuable intereft, 
.3e fure to admit the fame kind of evi* 
dence for the truth of chriftianity which 
you would admit for the truth of thofc 
fadts, upon which you would ground 
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that condud:, which in other cafes would 
be thought rational and prudent. You 
can by no means be excuied from the 
duty of making the moft ferious in- 
quiry. In fuch a cafe, negligence is 
criminal. Indifference will have the 
fame confequence as adlual infidelity. 
When jou have evidence prefented to 
you in fupport of the moft momentous 
truth, and you do not believe it becaufe • 
you will not examine it, who muft bear 
the blame ? When you acknowledge the 
importance of chriftianity and yet re- 
main in doubt of its truth, you arc 
guilty of a criminal difregard to your 
own intereft, and a want of reverence to* 
the authority of your maker, who has a 
right to require this of you. If chrifti- 
anity Ihould finally prove to be true, 
and you Ihould be found among thofe 
who have had a price put into their 
hands, and havenegleded to improve it, 
what can you exped: but the fate of the 
unprofitable fervant who hid his Lord's 
talent in the earth ? ** Bind him hand 
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^nd footiuid caft him ioto puter darl^ 
Aefs!" 






Differ tatwnll^ 



ON THE INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF SOJN4K 
THiNGS in' THE SYSTEM OF NATURE ; 
• AND IT« ANALOGY, WITH SOME TRUTHS 
. or X>1V1JNE HEVlLAT'lON.. * - 
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I- 
F the book of nature and the 

book of fcriptUre. be the work of the 
faifne harxd, w^ majTexped: to find the 
iarhe marks and charailers in both, A- 
niorig human artifts, there is a fimilari- 
'ty in. the ftyle and manner of books 
"written by the fame pen, of pidlures 
drawn by the fame pencil, and of build- 
ings ered:ed by'the fame architedl. -May 
we ndt then exped: to find in the works 
of the divine author, a ftyle and manner 
peculiar to h.imfelf? And, if he hath 
impreffed the peculiar mark of jnconi- 
prchenfibility on fome of his works, is 
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^ttK)t-Pcafonab!eto cxpcd that the iame 
mark fhould be found, on fome of the 
truths of his word ? J* Canft thou find 
out the Ahn-ighty to perfedion ? How 
fmall a portioR is k4f)0w« of him ! *' 
; We find by. experience that we are 
Anable to folve many of the appcimmccs 
in the natural world, to trac^ their caufc:?^ 
aild difcoyer the cpnhe<Stion between the 
t^e caufe and«the effeft. Let us look 
over a few objsecfts with which wc arc 
familiarly acquainted, and fee how im- 
perfcd: our knowledge is, of thofe things, 
W-Iiich of all we fhould think mofl ob- 
vious* 

r if we attdmjJt^n inquky into the pro- 
peMies of /Ww>/7^/€ mattery we fliall find. 
fort^e things b^ohd our corhprehcnfion. 
Why does -the needle touched by tlie 
magnet point-to the poles ? Why is the 
lijgbtning . conduiSkd in a harmlefs 
flream thrcnjghra fmall wire, when it 
rends the firmed oak, and breaks the 
rock, in pieces ? 
^ -If we Ticw the amnml world and ob- 

fervc the various inftinds and capacities 

C 
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of the brutal creation ; we may afk, whj^ 
is one ferocious and deftrudive, whilft 
another is mild and docile ? Why 
is one faithful and another deceitful ? 
Why is one artful and another ftupid ? 
Why is one provident and induf* 
trious, whilft another is indolent and 
torpid ? Look at * * the fpider, which 
takcth hold .with her hands, even in 
kings' palaces ;'* the ant, ** whick 
prcpareth her. meat in the fummer ;'* 
the bee, which gathers liquid fweets i 
from every flower ; the filk-worm; 
which weaves a delicate web, and eftw 
clofesitfelf within a (hroudofitsowncon^ 
Urudion ; the beaver, v^hich* flops the 
current of rivers, and makes them ful>i. 
Servient to his domeftic purpofcs ; the 
birds of pafTage, which traverfe oceans 
and continents on the wing, and explore 
tire remoteft regions for their fummer 
dvA winter refidence. ' Eeok on thefc, 
nnd fay, why are they thus endowed, 
and why do they thus labour and toil, 
when others live at their eafe and fcarcc-i 



• 
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Ijr move from the fpot where they firft 
came into being ? 

• If we look up to tht Jlperiar regions 
and behold the fhitiihg glories of the 
heavens ; what countlefs myriads of 
Wonders prefent themfelves to our view ! 
why does the fun fliine by his ov/n luf- 
tre, and the moon and planets borrow 
flieir light from him'? How immenfe- 
ly fwift'itnd uhiverfally diffiifed arc his 
ray^ ! 'but what connefts the particles 
4Dfjbhem together, or what force drives 
them to the utmoft limits of heavtn ? 
-What^power confines the ccleftial globes 
Id their tjtbits ? What hinders them 
ifrom^-rolKhg: at large in the etherial 
fjpace ?• Gr keeps them from falling in- 
to the Sun, the centre of their attrac- 
tion? 

• 1 o defcend from this elevation into 
*tnr/tlves ; v/hzi enlivens and animates 
this portion of matter ? Why does an 
adl of the mind give motion to a limb 
br a joint of the body ? Why does a 
ray of light falling on the eye, prefent . 
toiisa dittant objed ? -And why when 
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the eye is fliut do wc retain the imprcA; 
iion ? Why do we on certain occafions, 
recolleft ideas whixJihad been long for- 
gotten ? Why dofome difoj»ders of the 
body deprive the mind of memory, re-; 
-Pedlion and j,udgtnent ?. And why. are 
thefc faculties at fome times more live-* 
]y and at5tive, than, at otliers ? 

When we-aik fuch qaeflionsi, w;hat 
anfwer can wc giv^, but, fuch .^a thd 
will of God* Or, if we take the inter- 
mediate flep, and fay, fuch are the law$ 
of nature, fuch is the conllitution of th« 
material world ;. what is this, but in 
other words to lay the fame t^ing. ? Fof 
if we afk who framed the laws of nature ? 
Who fettled the conftitution of thema^ 
terial world ? The anfw.er is,. God* 
Here wc are at a ftand : We cannot pro* 
feed a ftcp farther in our. inqjuiry^ If it 
bp aiked, why did he thus, ordain th»- 
i rame of nature ? Why did he chqof^ 
this, rather than any other poffible fyf^ 
teai ? We are puzzled and loft in the 
depth of the fubjecft ; and we caa only ,^ 
fay, that this appeared beft to diviaQ / 
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?lvifdom , bdt ft>r whatreafons ,' we' know 

not. God giveth na account, and his 

ways are pkft finding out. 

Thu6, the incomprehenfibility of God . 

is the end of all our inquiries into bis 

•Works* An3 if we prcfmne to examine 
' hi> cffence r or the mode of! His • fciblTf- 
' fence ; or his way of opcrtiting on mat- 
• ter, or on in-telligent tninds, wcfare ab- 
- ibrbied and confounded • -oinr faculties 
' ai^ ^tatly- unequal to the fubjeft ; and, 
^ weihuft ky afide the inquiry as^toodeip 
. ibr huTTMin penetration • 
** - ' Ought we not then, to 'fearn-rrrodci^y 
-•iaRd'h«*teitit)F4n bur ihqifirics' liitd 'the 

^wks: of ' 'Gt>d>? True- * phiiofop^y -^al- 
** ways t^rtd^ to *fnake us^ htrnrftlc;- The 
t more we fear-chlntothe w6i4cfe'**<>f God, 

the more do we difcover of'-cmr own 
. weakneft^alii impeifd(3:idni*dnci'-of '-diir 
'. incfipacity* to penetrate thft fcnyfteries of 
. ixat«e;' The = -thtc philofopher oftc^ 
' jfinds-hinHrfeif at a nonpFuS -; and is never 
:'afhamed to confefs his ignorance. * A,rtd 
^-%vhy fhould he ? What is the jangcfege 
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of fiich a confeiTion, but this, tliat G^ 
is wifer than man ? 

May we not alfo trace the analogy 
between the works and word oi God, and 
leani the fame modefty in judging of the 
latter as of* the former ? And,, if we 
find the peculiar mark of iacomprc- 
l^ofibility on ibme of the truths whiah 
arc. delivered to us as divine, is it cation^ 
al to.reje(5t them on this account ?. If 
there were no«appearance of this peculUir 

, diilixxdtioa, attending: the toiths which 
claim a divine odginaU we might fafy, 
*\ all this we are able to difcpvec by ouF 
own faculties ; we need no divine revek- 

. jtion to bring this to our. knowledgei^*' 
.But when the revelation is attended with 
this mack^ that fome parts^ of it are at 

. prefent impenetrable, how can we con- 

. .fiftently rejeift it ? Mufl wp^not for the 
fame reafon rejedk all that knowledge of 
God which is derived^'rom the works 
of nature? For there are inipenctrable 
depths in both. To be eonfiflcnt, 
therefore, fuch perfons mufl join wiih 
the fool who faith ia his lieart ** t&ej» 
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is no God/* But if we acknowledge 
that God is incomprchenfible in his 
works, why ftiould we fcruple to admit, 
that he is equally incomprehcnfible in 
his word ? • 

By this, it is not meant, that all the 
truths of God's word are part findirtg 
out, any more than that all the works 
of nature are fo. There are many things 
in nature of which We know the ufc, 
though we are ignorant of the caufe ; 
and if we knew the caufe. We fhouk! 
. receive no more benefit from the things 
themfelves than we do now. We know 
the tife of the magnetic needle and hs 
variation^ and can guide ourfelvfcs 
through the patfalefs ocean, by meaibs 
€f it ; though we cannot folvc the quef-^ 
tion, why does it point toward the poles ?^ 
Or why cfoes it deviate from the true 
meridkn? But if we were to find otit 
. the^true mechanical eaufe of its polarity 
or its variatk)n^, ekher by the exercife df 
our own facuIties^, or by information 
from above, what greaiter benefit could 
. we derive from ' the needk than wenoHir 
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have ? So there- are mariy truths contain- 
ed in the fcripture^i of which wc know 
thepradical ufe» though wc may be 

: ignorant pf their, ryietaphyiical refejions 
and connedlions. They maybe found- 
ed • in- ppin,eipl«s^ aiwftrufc and xtanotc 
from human Gompreheniion^anVl yet mtv 
be very ufeful and neceiTary to usr m >a 
pradkal view ; ^crd .the teftimony which 
accompaaiepthero m^Kvbca fiifEcifi©t' 
lealbn foij our belief atjdpra^tice^ 

Befides , though tb^y be j^t pjfei^rit iii* 
€omprehcnfibI<? tons, thjat is no reafon* 

-.^by they .wili always.be fo^, And^ 
feere : we^teavQ alfof the o^mkigy of nature 

; *o: fOpport': tbe' , argumeiife, ; eyea in . the 

c iaftance g ujlr now itocatiDncd. ' . For hoxv 

• 'many ages was; the magnetic needle un- 

• known » and the: majrinex afraid to ven- 
Lturerout ofiiBht'of^the land «f Had any^ 
: p^r fern then- fprct old, :thict the time would 
\Como, whcit rat»jtpight ilccr their fhips ,. 
\not. onJy^ QAtyof^i^t^oS the knd, but 
iXKithoiaf^Hti o£> the iiinv. moon~and 
[jAms ;?iami the-idackcib night;* and; ia\>tfee 
vfDoli^ tempdftubix$;*4Wtaihcr^ :b; means *'o£^ 
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a candle afid a? card, doiibtlefs fome 
would have derided- the predi&ion asanc 
impoflifeiUty. For how many. ages wad 
k fappofed . that the torrui and frigidk 
zones. werc'uranhaJbi tabic ? But now . itr 
is known, that ihe human body is capa-j 
faleof: bearing the utmoii oxlremes^ of 
heat, and coki, to which ouc globe is 
iubjje^* : Lei^ thanhaif a crnturjiagtiii 
it wa& deemed impoBiUe to drctm\tssL^ 
vigate the globe, withicmt lofing . greM 
numbers of Icamenby the fcurvy ; hut 
now methods have beea found to .prc34 
&rve the lives aiKLtheahh of this ufeful" 
dais of men in the longeil voyages^jimi 
in all climates, fttbjedi only to the com^ 
mon cafuakies of hjuman Iife» . .^^i 

Thefe d ifcoverie s have been made in the 
book of nature :» What was once deem-, 
ed impoffiWe, is now known to. be true* 
Arid, why may not diicovoEies be made 
in the volume of divine infpiration it 
Why may not clofe ftudy and devout 
and bumble inquiry, bring to light ma-? 
ny things which have been deemed, in^ 
icuKabk ? For how mahy ages: . did. tbc 
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ppportunity and advantage for acqvkw 
ing divine knowledge is that we may 
jeduGc tliat knowledge to pradicc, and 
ibus improve ourfelves. in tr«e virtue. 
All the knowledge which we fhall gain 
in thi3 or the future world is! intended 
to make us wi-fer and betfer. Let us 
jhen ftiidy to employ our minds in ac- 
quiring as much knowledge of God -and 
divine things as we can obtain ;and im- 
prove our hearts and lives in thofe vir- 
tues and graces which will form our 
preparation for the mofl: lublime degrtcs 
of intellectual and moral perfedlion lii 
^e regions of eternal felicity. 
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( THE TlMff riKBP,:fN THE fit)OKS 07 
>ANJ£L AND HaGCAI fOR THC APPftAH« 

iiKCE <^F T|i£ Messiah^ th£ e.xpecta* 
noNs OP THc Jews con<:erning him, 

V^JD THEIR DIVISION 0« THIS SUBJECT. 



N 



OTWITHSTANDING al! 
ic confidence with which it has been 
lerted, that '*thc word prophet was 
le bible word far/>o^/»and that the word 
^^pbc/yihg meant the art of making 
p^/ry, and fetting poetry to mtf/ic ;** * 
;t, nothmg is more certain, than that, 
prophet, in the Hebrew Church, was 
aderiftood to mean a perfon commif- 
oncd hjr God, to deliver truth, and to 
rediiS: future events 5 otherwife the dif- 
n<3:ion between a /r»^ and a falfe pro- 
het would hav^ been impertinent, and 
ic rules for diflinguifliing them ufc* 
is.-f- Their difcourfes were delivered, 
ither in poetry or profe ; often in tlic 

* AfeofRcafen, pagejo. 

f See Kumbcrty xii. 6. Dent. xiii. U 3* stviiL t\, at. 

D 
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hieroglyphic ftyle, but fometimcs with 
remarkable perfpicuity and even mathe- 
matical precifion.* 

vOf this* laft kind is the predi<5tion in 
Daniel, (chap.- ix. 24,) refpedting the 
time of the appearance of the Meffiab^ 
which limits it to ** feventy 'weeks ^^^ 
from the time when the decree was giv- 
en, for the refloration of the Jewilh gov- 
emmentt and the rebuQding of Jerufa- 
lem» after the expiration of the captivity 
of the Jews in Babylon. 

That fuch a perfon as the Mefliah, 
was the fubjedl of many predictions, de- 
livered to the Jewifh Church, by the 
miniftry of their prophets, is a truth iff 
which both Jews and Chriftians agree. 
He was predicted under different ti- 
tles ; all of which were expreflive of 
the dignity of his perfon, the charadtersr* 
which he fhould affume, and the bene- 
fits which he Ihould confer. He was 
called the feed of the Woman, the feed 
of Abraham, in whom all the families 

* • The reader who would hare a jtift v!cw of Ac" ^rdphetld 
writings, is referred to Sherlock's ufe-and. intent ^ ^ta^btcj^ 
and lU' p D*s introduSthn to tbejiudj ^ the frvphicies* 
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of the earth fhculd be bleiTed, the Son of 

God, the Son of Many the Son of David, 

a prophet like Mofes, a prieft after the 

order of Melchifedec, a king in Zion, 

a redeemer; a deliverer, k faviour and the 

defire of all nations. 

As the rinie! of his a'd vcn t approached , 

the. predictions becaiiie more clear and 

. diftia^t'i- and the feries of prophecy was 

mot dd&d; till he was rfo particularly de- 

lictihed'i ^d the- tirtid of -^his appearance 

.ivas fo dift^ndly-iixed-, thatunlefejESvs 

• CHR^^T^wete the'Meffiah, ncvfuch pcr- 

fon has yet appeared in the world. ' 

. jnifFhe nJirfic by -whieh he is- fartiiliarly 

« kMWA^ fully e^^iffes the- character,' in 

'which he -apTOanSd; Jesu« fighififes a 
SauiQtur^ gndi Christ, /^^ ahai/ited i 

.TifE anolktedSaviour, or theper- 

4brt -iommilfidned by Gc^ te^be the! faV- 

-iowpr bf tke^^oiidr ^ -^ •.• ' '-• • - 

- •^ -H The a»cierit Jews* were kd by their 

prQphecie&,.as:interpreted by tl^emfeivcs, 

1 to «xpedl ti|iat ihey would be .completed 

eabthe//^^ iaAV!hich,;the chriftiaris fay, 

/, lil^y ^wpjfe, . completed .j ,apd jt-Avus iK)t 
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tiU after the corning of: Chriil tfaat thqr 
began to interpret them differently, and 
to look out for another completion of 
them.: Judge tjicn, if they, or we, afc 
likely to have erf^ moil j through pre- 
judice, in expoundi.ng and applying the 
prophecies. Judge, if tfce natural and 
proper {ti:^{Cf is not that, in ^hich we 
; xuk^ them ; tor that fenie occured iiril 
. to theitlielves, and wasMr/r ibnie before 
•we adopted it. J mean, .efpcdaliy: In 
; refpcd to the /me which they, had ftxed, 
^ for the accomplifhment of the prophecies 
concerning the Meffiah.V* 
^. ^, Jt U well known, that the JewS:iium-< 
, bered not only weeks of days but weieks 
of years. Not only every fcventh day 
: was a fabbath, or day of reft ; but, cvciy 
feventh year was a fabbatical year* or 
. year of re(t. Bcfides ihefet.cveiy fevca 
times feven years there Was agDandfabbi-- 
• tical year,<:alledth©jubilce,in whichlib* 
crty was proclaimed through the land paqd 
: every man returned to the pofTeiBon ^f 
. his paternal iaheritancc.-f . The vvecks. 

« lluiil*! tetro^udios, page 147. ' .f Ste Lentrcasy Cii^^l «tv 
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fpokeivof by Daniel ni-C'tvccks of yedrt^ 
each coiit^mijig the fpa<:cH>f<;fevfeh years ; 
whtehjbcingmuUiplied'By fevtnty, will 
give f^iir hiift'dited and Hincty yeats, and ' 
if totbefe wtf add the nine ytars of ju- 
Moe*vhichint*rv0fted^ thfe ffcited^fUrill 

• • ■ * 

" tn addition to this chrdn6l6gical prc- 

•didion-, the coming of the Mcflfiah, is 

linsitcd by^ the prophet Hdggar, to the 

' ^time m yittiich the ieCondtenrpi^iholilcl 

'be^ndmgt* -For whilft thfe^feeS'jilws 

' who'had TCtufmcd from the -captivity in 

' Babylon, (aw the eredron of iHe fccond 

tempFe, and compared it with 'the niag- 

nifi^ent »ftrtrifhirc which had^bbcn biilt 

* It *is very rcmark&bLev that notwubil^dinf the obfcnrlty 
.of lateicBtr^iroiiidlbgyf aocl thcS differeat dpinioni ^crif ttie . feoft- 
learned men, fefpe^ii>g,th« beginning, and ending p{ (befe, fe<» 
. jiiCAtf weeks,' yet ikefe ii no freaterdifferenct iii their iWltod* 
ingt than /i6/>/iMV years. . ,, 

' t Tht ^ueftione which haVe heen a^tatei- Ahbng ihett' are 
thcfc. ^ ■ i, *,. . , I 

• i; Whetlicr the years arc Iwner pribUr f Thtf difFepeii^e on 
. fhis aue{i^on.is between^jc aaclycvf^^cara., M 1 « •'^i J 

4. AV htrhw 'thy tree Wlil'e to* he edlhputed rfoiA Tthe coAmifu 
liion fiven ip£|i:»in tht r^ypntf^eai-A/ArUxorxM/^Eura^tiiL;. ] 
OV'Tforothit gi^ft to'N^himiah In'tlie twentieth year br (he 
./am^^go^? (N^^ ii,,,.! Th^idiiferewe fe^iy«» m^. 

3.* Wliechfer the reign, of Arfaxerxes began when h\r hther ^ 

took him as > parjtBer of the jthrenc jrOr. at hisjf%c^/f [4c<ith ? 
The difference IS /rWyeart... fhefe queftiens are fully de- 
hated in Sir /. Newton on the prophecies. Dr. PrJJeauK-a Q<m^ 
IMd^kon^ aad Dr. Lcwtb's commentary on Daniel, 
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by Solomon, they coukl not refnia 

from weqping at the difproportion. Bc^ 

iides the gold gnd other ficb furniture,. 

ieveral things were wanting i& the fe^ 

^cond tenriplp, which were accotmted 

I part of the^glpisy ^ the fifft ; vjas. the 

ark of the covenant, the ^ekinah or yif-^ 

ihlii token of the divine prefence, the 

perpetual iire, the (acred oil, the Uiim 

. and Thumnpim ; hut nsotwithilaxiding 

' {.the.ablence Qf.thefe» it was predi(£ted by 

.. Haggai, [chap. ii. 7, 8» 9 J for the con- 

. , fidatioaQf h)^ countrymen, thaj^ ^* the 

gloryof the .latter hojufe, Ihould be grcat-^ 

.. ct th^ the. glory of the former i- becaMfe- 

^ tie dt^€\ ofulk nations.. fhouM appeac ia 

in- i^, and by him it wouki be filJed with 

)u^or$.^^ Thei«^ pcedu5lLni5 kmitedthe: 

1 ippeaxaxice of the Mefliah, by the- expi- 

/ lotion of Uac fifth century, fiom the ref- 

^. toiation of the Jews^ and by the exiil* 

ence pf the tcmpfc which they rebuilt 

I • after ,^|r!&tr return ftom Babylon^ Noth* 

ingcoiiki be to thenov more certain and! 

• definite^ tjian fuch prediftions^ 
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\ .v/iAtcordrttgljr it- is evident;, from the 

liooks of the tew teftarnentv thafc m the 

latter pact o£ the fifth centuis}^ , there was^ 

: jl.gfehfcndieKpedatioaofibc iappearance: 

c / 9t rga ilkiftjekms pesfoa among^^tfa* Jews^ 

. Wifi^incB came from the eail to ioqiiire 

^' wlieieisi he that is bom K'mgo£ the: 

i JewSi, for we bavefeen his flair and are 

.: jcpme towociliip^IxMn/'* SimcoQ; wa» 

; ; waiting for tht conlbtaiioni oflfiaei, and 

r ..it: ivicas revealed to hiiriv dbiat he fliouldl 

not fee lieatK,. tittvbe bad&e&tbeLoid's; 
i,.£^ift..:. Annab th^ piophetefs iwas^:ia 
\ the ikjne expedation, aiul fpakr ot hitn 
- todil them who looked fimr atdemptioc^ 
.lift Jeru&km.r|^ :« When^.Jfolitt the- b*p-^ 
v^ tiJV, began, ^iii^miniiflrjt; tbePiicfIs and 

Levitn &nt, meiTei^eirs ^to hi»>^ * tiD: in« 
..^lurer whether he were the expe&edt 

MeJi^:{: The &me expcdiatiaai pre-- 
. vailed among: the Samaritana, !| aa. k cvi*^ 

dent fromi the conference which Jefus; 
. ::liad with a womaa of that country. 

Several ioapoilors taking advantage of 

♦ Mialtliew, U; f tuke, ii. 15. 
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this general expe<3tatioii^ ,.** drcw'awaf 
much people after them » * ' aski OQeof them 
Judas of Gahlce, '* in the days iof the 
taxing/* when Jefus was bom.* Tlhefe 
inAances I truil are. fuiHcientto pt&ve 
that there wais ia general cxpedatk)n,. 
among the Jews, and the. neighbouring 
nations, of the appearance of the'M.ef- 
iiah, ahcHit the^ lime when. Jefus was bora 
and lived ; and this expectation was 
grounded .oh the predidions above men- 
tioned, whkhithey could not butiuxfer* 
ftand in their inoft, :obyious. and literal 
mcaniilg* Jefus began his miniftry :by 
faying ":' (^e time is . fu/Jilied jaitxl the 
: kingdons M |Giod is/at jiand « ' Vf* In his 
. difi^ourfe; of t:he;ddii:ru&ibn of the city 
:isind; temple .of Jerui^m,:]: be quoted a 
: part of the prediction of Daniel ; and in 
a remarkable parenthcfi^' (** wbo/o read^ 
\'€th let him- under fiand*^^^ plainly intimat- 
. cd that the -w hole was very in iel Jigible 
aind woi^y of* their attention,. ^ as jron^ 
laining one of the pkineil of the iigns 
of the times. 



I 

♦ *Aas V. 36, 37. -^ Mark i. X^ % Mat, Wti?- \%^ 
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It isnalfo to becohfidered as one cor- 
roboratihg-proof, thai in all the cavils 
.and cfejeftions, which the Jews brought 
againftjefus;^ to invalidate his claim to 
J be: the Meifiahi tliey never once pretend- 
ed thaf it was nbc ' the ' proper ime fer 
his app^rance^ Thef truth is, that 
there was then no controvcr/y ; but, all 
-wewi agiaeed ':on that point. W* may 
' theh'&leiy eonc]u«fe{ that the htnelini^ 
itcd fbr^ibe tappieai^te of t^e Meiiiah 
I'has elapfed^ ^d that it muft have eiap- 
^4td before (he deilrudion of the Je^ifii 
-ttnrpiirbj thc:*(lomans. '* -.. :. ..• t • :> 
' nphc' great difibieQee- ^twe&d <tliafe 
; of : thp Jews^/wha : iejede J jefus, aimi 
ithofe who riiceived him, wa^ refpeding 
'^ the natilTe of that redenyptioti or :fallva* 
• fioriy of i^hich the Meifiah was *o be 
.tlieiiautfcoirJ^^iPhlbxfamer; regarded it iti 
ia^pdlitteatfenfe ;otfiey/had-been redeem* 
I wit ffcrisi the £gypd2irr -^^bondager by the 
-nvAa^ry of M<x£esand Aaron ; and from 
tiie'Babyiomih captivity, by the media^ 
/ 1 iofi of E2 ra at{d Nehemkh > they Wese. 
^thep hvfubj^^ioRttcif'the JloQ^ aod 
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kingdom, without Jlrft becoming Jews ; • 
or being profely ted tothe laws of Moles, ' 
They faw the apoftles arid miftifters of' 
Jefus fubmitting to the Roman gcivem- ' 
ment, teaching obedience to if, as a 
moral duty ; endeavouring to make ped- * 
pie eafy in their fubjedlion, and prcxnif- • 
ing the rewards of heaven to ^htS*. pa- . 
tience and meeknefs. This was more ' 
than the temper of the Jews cbuld* bear.* • 
They werc^ the moft reftlefs, uneafy peo- 
ple in the world* j and were frequently 
exciting fedition' an(5 rebellion againft 
the Romans. • On the^ contrary ,~ Itht* 
chriftians taught qiiietnefs,^ obedience 
and the'paymcritof t*ribtitc. This JeWS 
were looking for temporal dominion, 
but the chriftians wert expelling no 
kingdom but what wa*' moral and fpirit- 
ual and would extend to the future in*' 
vifible world. 

The pofterrty of thofc Jews have hV- 
ed to lee, not only that they as a nation 
were never delivered from the Roman 
yoke; but that th# Roman empire, 

• iThefs. il. 15. 
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'\;f^iiich fubjcdled their fathers, is itfclf 
broken to pieces ; ind yet that they are 
not redeemed nor reftorcd. 1 hey arc 
however preferved as a difthi<fl people 
n'otwithflanding their difperfions ; and 
this prefervation is one of the ftrongeft, 
vifible evidences of thfe truth, both of 
• the Jewilh and chriftian rcJvelations. 



Bijfcrtation IV. 

•dN THE CHARACrER OF JrSUS CrfRlST ANl^ 
THE WRITERS OF HI-SLIFE. 



. Amidst the wit andndiculc 

"which have been played oflTagaiftft chrif- 

tkinity, there is fometimes an ap'peai- 

ance of refpedl: to the charafter of Jefus 

Chrift; which, however plaufible at 

fivft view, yet is accompaYiifcd with Tuch 

other fentiments, as rfcnder the fincerity 
of it very queftionable. We are graven 

ly told *'that fuch a perfon as Jeliis 

Chrift exifted, and that he was cfuci- 

iicd ; that he was 2 virtuous and amiable 

*nan j that he preached moft excellent ' 



jnorality ; that the morality which h^ 

preached and pradlifed was of the rpoft 

benevolent kind ; and that the grand 

trait in hischaradlerwas philanthropy.*** 

But, at the fame time, it is faid, that 

**4ie wrote nothing himfelf; that the 

hiftory of him is altogether the work 

of other people ; that his hiftorians 

brought him into the world in a fuper- 

naturd manner, and were obliged to 

take him out again in the fame manner j 

that the ftory of his refurrec^jon is ii ' 

wretched contrivance, which has every 
mark of fraud and impofition upon it; 

that it is now impoflibie for us to know 
who were the authors of it, or to be af- 
fured that the books in which the ac- 
count is related were written by the per* 
fons whofe name they bear."-j- Thus, 
by flattering us into an idea that they 
are friendly to the moral chara<Ser of 
Jefus, they would deftroy the grand evi- 
dence of the real chara^er in which he 
appeared in the world, and fapthe foun- 
ilation of that hope of immortality 

'* Age of Reafon, p. |2, 15, 3$. + Jbid p, 13, 15. 
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which vve derive from his death and" 
I'efurredlion. 

Toexpofe the weaknefs and inconfift- 
ency of fiich an attack on chrillianity, 
let us attend to the following confider- 
at ions. 

r . If it be allowed that there was 
fuch a perfon as Jefus Ghrift", that he 
'vVas virtuous and amiable, that he preach- 
jed the moft excellent morality and prac- 
tifed the virtues which he taught, from 
what fource is the knowledge of this 
derived ? How do we know that there 
was fuch a perfon, and that his dodlrine 
and life were fa good? Muft not this 
knowledge be derived from the teAi^ 
mony of ancient authors ? And arc not 
thofe authors moft to be depended on, 
who were eye witnefTcs of the fads and 
events of his life, and ear-witncflcs of 
the difcourfes and inftrudlions which he 
delivered ? Though fomething credible 
might have been faid by pcifons at a^ 
diOance who had known him by repoift 
and hearfay, who were not his contcmii(j>."t 
poraries, but had received tKdt ksxQf^-- 
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ledge by tradltiiDn, and who did aot 
profefs to write his life, nor to be his 
difciples and who were far from being 
particular in their accounts of him ; 
yet, is not greater credit due to thofi 
who perfonally knew him, who fre- 
quently converfed with him, and who? 
could ROt miftake in their teftimony 
concerning him ? Xhis is a rule, which 
holds good in all; other cafes, and why 
fliould it not be allowed equally, good 
here ? We cannot violate this rule withr 
out fuppofing that the neareft ^ends of 
a virtuous and amiable man were the 
grcateft liars ;.aud that thpfe whprknew 
him only by a diftant itport, were this 
only honeft and credible hiftorians. 
This fuppofition would not be admitted, 
in any other cafe ; becaufe it is contrary 
to the^ nature of teilimcny and the rules 
of evidence univerfally acknowledged 
among mankind. 

2, IfJefusChrift taught the jmr^ff 
»ojality and pradtifcd what.he taugbtt 
who were more likely to learn of him 
and to imitate kis example than his own 
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dirdplcs ? And would not the morality 
which they learned of him induce them 
to fpeak the truth concerning him ? 
Socraiei was an^ eminent teacher of 
moral philofophy among the Greeks, 
blit he wrote nothing himfclf ; Plato 
and Xenophon were his difciples and 
wrote memorable things concerning him. 
Doth any perfon fufped them of infin- 
cerity in' their relations of their mafter ? 
^Vhy then Ihould the difciples of 
Jefus be lefs worthy of credit ? What 
kind of morals can we fuppofe they 
had learned of Jefus ? What kind of 
jnbrals do they recommend in their own 
wrirings ? Do Aey not enjoin the fame 
virtues and duties as did their mailer ? 
arjd would not candor lead us to fup- 
pofe that they pradifed what they 
taught ? Are there not evident marks of 
fi'mplicity and finccrity in their Writings ? 
Do they not give us the moft plain and 
undifguifed accounts of the actions and 
fayingsof their mafler? Of their own 
faults and iraperfedtions ? Of their own 
abfurd reafonings, vain expectations 
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and lallc prejudices, and of the manncf. 
in which they were led tocorred them ? 
Dp thpy not relate the moft grand and. 
fbten^n events, in a ftyle as. fimple and 
unaffeded, as they relate the moft com- 
naon occurrences ? Do they, not plainly, 
Ihow that .they had no fondnefs for em- 
bellifhing their narratives^ But that they, 
aimed only, at giving a iimple. hiftory^ 
of fiich fa(^s and events assfeU under, 
their ob(cryation 7 And, arc. there any 
ieeming difagreements in their narrar- 
tions but what may be reconciled, ky 
the ejcercife of thft fame candor which 
we fhould ufe in . reconciling other.wri- 
tcrs of equ?il . antiquity, -who agree, in 
the moft material points ? Why .then are*. 
not the difciples of Jcfus entitled to our. 
credit in what they have, related con- 
cerning him ? 

3. If Jefu$ taught and pradifed the 
beft moralit}^ and if the accounts giyoa 
of his life and charader» . by Jiis biograr 
phers, be true, then- it muftibe allowed, 
that he was a perfon of ftrid integcit}^, 
one who ipoke the truth jUid had no ia«- 
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tcntion to deceive. Admitting this, ler 
us attend to what is related by them rcf- 
^^e&ing his ^mracAs, A qiieftion arofet 
among; the difciplfts of John* the Baptiftt . 
whether Je(us were he that^fliouldcomc: 
or they (hould look for another? With* 
thi&queftion John fent them* to Jefus ; 
and at the time* of their^ airival» Jefus^ 
was empl|)yed 4n .healing the- fick, giv- 
ing (xght to the blind, and performing ' 

other miraculous and benevolent works. - 
Inftead of giving any direcflanfwer to-* 
their inquiry, he* faki; *• Go and (hew^ 
John the things which youhear and fee : ' 
The blind receive their fight, the lame ' 
walk. , the lepers arc deanfed,' the deaf 
hear^ the dead are raifed and the poor -^ 
have the go^l preached to them."*" 
Was not this an appeal to the miracles' 
which he wrought f Did he not reil the 
pr^x)f of his divine mifiidn on- that evi- 
dence ?• And whereinxonfifted the force • 
of the evidence ? It ' had been foretold ' 
by the: ancient prophets IT that this Ihould 
bc.one of thccli^raders of the Meifiahi^f" 
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J6hn was acquainted with thcfe prophe- 
cies ; the anfwer therefore was perti- 
nent and the argument' conclufive: 
And would a perfbn of a truly viFtuous 
charafter have ufed an unfair argument 
on fo folemn an occafion ? 

4. In the fatme manner did hciappcal 
to his rcfurre^ion^ as a proof of his di- 
vine miffion. . When tile Jews alkfed 
him, ** what fign fhoweft' thou to us; 
fijeing thou doft thefc things ?'* He aii- 
fwered, ** deftroy this templo, (meaning 
his body,) and in three days I will raife 
it up.*'* If at firft they did not under- 
ifend the figure contained in this anfwer, 
yet they did afterward ; for at his buri- 
al, they told Pilate, ** Sir, we remem- 
ber that this deceiver faid while he was 
yet alive, afiter; three days I will rife 
agaia.*'*!^ The refurredion of Jefus was 
an eventwhich he foreknew, which he 
foretold, to which he appealed, . and to- 
which his appftles appealed as a decir ' 
five proof of his divine- chrradcr and 
raiffion. If he were a truly virtuous man, 
he would not have foretold fuch even^, 
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unlefs he had a well grounded faith thar 
it would come to pafs ; and if his dif-^ 
ciples learned their* morality of him^ 
they would not. have related, fuiih aa 
event, unlefs thaey, had known . it to be 
true. To pretend that the ftory of his 
refurred:ion was fabricated by>* his difci-* 
glesas a. counterpart to the^flory of his^ 
miraculous conception is a reproach as ^ 
weak and malicious as tl>e old calumny. 
of the Jews,/* that his difciples came by; 
night and ftolchim away-;'/ to pretend, . 
at the fame, time, a refpedl to the charac-? 
tcr of Jefus as virtuous and amiable, is x> 
palpable inconfiAeaic^>; and, toiafilaU'^- 
ate that the authors of the flory are un-r- 
known,, and that thctinie when it was- 
inycnted, is unknown, is nothing moro^ 
than * * a^. wretched contrivance, '* to paU 
liate a falfe.and, groundlefs pretence. 

It is ip vain to attempt to feperate 
things which are fo intimately connedtr 
cd as the virtuous charader of Jefus » 
and the. truth of his miracles and refur-- 
rft^tion. . They reft on the fame, evidence, 
awft niuft ftand or fall together. . It,is* 
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impoflible to believe that Jefus was vir^i' 
tuous and good, and yet that he wrought 
no miracles and did not rife from the 
dead ; for a good man would not have a^y-^ 

pealed to fuch fa(fts, and to fuchan event, 
as the proofs of his divine miffion, un- 
lefs they had been realkies. 

If therefore we would be confiftcnf 
with ourfelves, and treat thole ancient 
and venerable hiftorians, who have writ- 
ten the life of Jefus, with the fame can* 
dor and refped:, as other hiftorians of 
equal antiquity ; .weimuft ilot^ only* be-^ 
lieve, that fuch a pcrfon as Jefus Chrift 
did exift, aad that he bore a virtuous 
and amiable charader ;, but we muft bc«- 
lieve that he was fent by God, to be the 
Saviour of the world ; that he anfwered 
in all rdpe(5ls the charadiiers which had 
been given of the Mefliah,. in particular^, 
that he went about doing good ; and 
though he was put to death, yet that he 
rofe from death to immortality. Why 
fhould not thefe fads be believed on the 

fame teftimony with that which fupports 
the virtue and goodnefs of his. character f* 
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Were not his miracles one part of the. 
^roofof his benevolence ? And did they, 
not gain him the love as well the vene- 
ration of the people ? Thofe works 
were, to the people who faw and receiv- 
.ed benefit by them, the mofl demonftra- 
tive proofs of tlie goodnefs and power 
of the perfon who wrought them ; they 
-proved that he was a prophet fent from 
Godx Tons, thefe miracles have not 
^that fame diredt and intuitive evidence ; 
but ftill they are of ufe. The relation 
of them is credible ; the nature of them 
-was beneficial ; they were a fulfilment 
•of ancient prophecy ; and, they ferve 
to confirm our faith in the virtuous and 
amiable charadler of the perfon who 
-wrought them. If we. believe that he 
was virtuous, certainly he was not the 
Jefs virtuous for doing fo much good, as 
-the evangelifts have reported of liim. 

His refurredlion may be confidered in 
one view, as the reward of his virtuous 
and amiable conduit, and of the patience 
with which he endured his laft fuffer- 
ixigs^ Is it not credible, that virtue 
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fliould be rewarded with immortal life 
and happinefs ? Why Ihould it be 
thought incredible, that Godfhould ralfe 

the dead ? But there* is a farther ufe to 

• 

be made of this great e\'ent. For as Je^ 
ILs hath fet us an example of virtue, 
which we are bound to imitate ; fo God 
hath, by the refurredtion of his Son, 
given Axs an afluran^e, that our virtue 
fhall be rewarded, in the fame manner. 
And what is the defign of this, but to 
encourage us to perfevere in a clofe imi- 
tation of the charader of Jefus Chrift^ 
t^uftingin his promife, •* becaufe I live, 
ye Ihall live alfo ?"' 

Upon the whole, let every one who 
is acquainted with hiftory and chronolo^ 
gy, or who may be eafily - informed, if 
he thinks it worthy his inquiry, be afk- 
ed thefe queftions. Do you believe that 
there was fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift t 
That he was born and lived in Judea, m 
the latter part of the fifth century, after 
the return of the Jews from the Babylon- 
ifh captivity ? In the reigns of Auguf- 
tus and Tiberius^ Emperors ©f Rome i 



•ihathe was a pcrfon of a virtuous cha- 
^ad:cr/thit he pradlifed avhat he taught, 
.and that the Xvritcrs of his life learned 
their nmorah'ty of him ? If he anfwers 
-thefe queftions in tlie affirmative, he 
- muft, to be <;onfifl:erit with liiftifel f, /be 
a chrifiian : He cannot reafonably doubt 
the truth of the miracles, nor the i-efuf- 
.rejftion of Jefus Chrift j he cannot ^ea- 
4bnably (Joubt of the dodrihes, the 
duties nor the tendency of the wliolfe* 
^fpel fyi!fcem through time and eternity. 
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•ON- THE TESTIMONY OF THERoMAN CeM* 
TURION TO THE CHARACTER OF JESl/i 
. :ChRIST, . , 



' XN any matter of Conrequtnce, 

Xvhich engages our attention, it is Very 
defireable to have the opinion of fenfi- 
•ble, obferving and judicious perfons in 
ciir favour^ This ferves to keep us in 



countenance, and give an additional 
fiitisfadion to our minds. For when 
thofe, who have no intereft to ferve and 
no prejudice to gratify, give their judg- * 
ment on any matter of importance, ac- 
cording to reafon and evidence, it is pro- 
bable that they will judge right. 

There is no queftion of more impor- 
tance to us, than whether the Chriftian 

jeligion be true or not ; and there is no 
Juinian being who is unconcerned in 

this queftion- But a perfon ttiay be 
really concerned in a matter on which 
he is to give an opinion, and yet not. 
know it, at the time. The ^cafe of 
David is full to the point. When Na- 
than delivered the parable of the rich 
hian who had taken away the poor 
man*s lamb, David knew not that he 
was the perfon, but he gave a juft deci- 
fion, on the merits, of the caufe. The 
Centurion who attended the crucifixion 
of Jefus, did net know that he had any 
other concern in the tranfadlions of the 
day, than that he was to do his duty as 
the officer of the guard. He was not a 
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Jew ; and therefore had no tindlure of 
the prejudice which the Jewifh nation 
had againft Jefus. Nor was he one of 
his difciples and therefore had no expec- 
tation of honour and preferment in his 
kingdom, as the beft of them, at that 
time had. He was to all intents an im- 
paffial, unprejudiced perfon. Yet, from 
theobfcrvations, which he had opportu- 
nity pf making on that (ingalar event, 
the death o[ Jcfus Chrirt, and its atren- 
dant circumftances, he dehberately and 
voluntarily pronounced him to be the 
Son of God ; and the foldiers of the 
guard joined with him in the fame tef- 
timony.* 

This tcftimony is of great weight and 
importance in the caufe of chriilianity > 
and that we may view it in its juft h'ght, 
we fhouldc:!i:amine, what were thecir- 
cumftances in which this man was 
placed, and, what advantages he had for 
making obfervations at that time. 

The Centurion with his company 
were appointed by Pontius Pilate the 

* Matthew uvli. 54. 
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Rom an. Governor of Judea, to attend* 

the execution of Jefus and the,, two* 

thieves. Mark fays that he ** flood. 

over againfthim ;***a fituationextreme-- 

ly favourable for hisobfei;vatiQns ;heing^ 

v/ithin' light and hearing of all things, 

♦ that occurred, or were (aid or done on. 

thato.ccafion. H<snce it appears, that. 

he n^uft have been a witnef? to the fol-. 

lowing fads and occurrences., 

y. The cruel hatred and ermaity of 

the jews to J^fus. It. is notufual amQ*<4£: 

. any people, who make pretences to civil-^.^ 

igation, to treat a perfon with ipfqit,.. * 

when he is going to fuffer death by a. 

judicial fentence • be his crimes ever {o 

c^ious.and deteflable and his fentence 

cveribjuft.. '^hofe who have any de-. 

greq of humanity will, on Inch an,ocqa,-- 

iion, be fatisfied with leting the la\v^ 

take its courfe ; and though they acquire 

efcc in the execution as jlawful and juft^. 

yet they will have corhpaffion on the* 

fuffering criminal, and vie?w his exit 

liv^ith a folgmn iile^icQ*. But hei:e^. the.. 

"^ Mails, 1¥. 3^, 
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cafe was. far otherwife. Jefus was ac - 
culed of no crime, which the Centurion 
could judge deferved death. . Nor, did 
any thing appear in his charadter or' con-; 
du<ft which merited outrage and vio- 
lence. But the Jews had wrought them- 
jfelves up to a furious paffion, and vented 
thanfclves in the moft bitter, fcornful, 

reproaching and infulting language. 
This was not done by the common peo- 
ple only , from whom no better treat- 
ment cotrM be expedted ; but by the 
priefts, the elders and the fcribes ; the 
ectlefiaftical rulers, the moft facred and 
dignified characters . 

2. He muft alfo have obferved, the 
mild, meek and patient behaviour of 
Jelus ; ** who when he was reviled, re- 
viled not again ;** and, inftead of (bow- 
ing any difplcafure againft them for 
their cruel- and abufive treatment, pitied 
his perfccutors, and in his laft agonies 
prayed for them, ** Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.'' 

There was a moft furprizing contraft 
between the temper of the perficntors 
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and of the . fufF^rcr. , The former was- 
harfh, unreafonable, abufive and info- 
lent in the higheft degree., There was 
nothing in him which appeared to de-.. 
ferve it j and if there had been, ftill it 
would have been bafe and ungenerous to- 
infult a perfon when he was in theii? 
povj^er, and they were inflidling on him 
the extreriie punilhmcnt of the law : . 
Ko brave, candid mind could approve* 
fuch condu(5t. On the contrary, the 
temper of Jefus was alj meeknefs^; 
patiencjs and benevolence. ; not an angry- , 
refentful word or look proceeded from 
him ; but he manifefled a calm, com- 
pofed, refigned, dignified deportment,, 
and a tender concern for his enemies- 
when they were loading him with re- 
proaches. This contrail could not but 
have been oblerved by. the Centurion* 
and his company. 

3. Another, circumftance was the 
uncommon darknefs, which over— , 
fpread the land, at the time of the cru- 
cifix ioxu • The account of ' this dark- 
nefs, given by the evangelical hiftorians^. 
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like all their accounts of extraordinary 
fadts, is vcrylliort and fimplc. **Fronir 
the fixth hour, there was darknefs oveii • 

* 

all the land, till the ninth hour." They, 
relate the event, but not the fecondaryr 
caufes., which produced it ; for their 
writings were defigned, not to folve , 
phenomena in the natural world, nor to 
teach us philofophy ; but to give us' a ; 
true account of thechriftian religion and} 
the means by which it was introduced .^ 
into the world. 

4. The darknefs, having continued : 
three hours, was fucceeded by an earth- 
quake. ** The earth did qyake, and 
the rocks rent," i. e. the rocks of mount 
Calvary, where the Centurion and his. 
.company were performing their duty. 
An earthquake naturally excites terror ; 
and this event muft have given an addi- 
tional folemnity to the fcene, and made 
a deep impreffion on the minds of the /^ 

Centurion and his company. Accord- -s 
ingly it is remarked by the hiftorian, fhat ' 

when they .** faw the earth quake" ind its 

cfFe^s, ** they feared greatly." 
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5. Another circumftance as remarlc-* 
able as any, was the epnvcrlation which 
Jcfus had with the pcnittnt thief, and 
which pafled within the hearing of the 
Centurion. Jefus wa^ crucified between 
two thieves, one of whom joined with: 
the Jewiili priefts, in revih'ng him, 'and 
was reproved for it by the other, who 
laid ; *' Doft thou not fear God, feeing 
thou art in the fame condemnation ? 
And we indeed juftly, but this man hath 
done nothing amifs/* Having thuS' 
borne his teftimony to the innocency of 
Jefus, he turned himfelf to him and 
faid, ** Lord remember me when thovt 
comeft into thy kingdom/* To whicb 
Jefus anlwered, ** Amen^ I fay to thee, 
this day fhah thou be with me in Para- 
dise."* Both thefe perfons were then 
apparently going out of this world, in- 
to the invifible ftate, yet the thief had 
an idea, that Jefus was a King, and was 
going to the poffefiTion of his kingdom; 
and though dying, he prayed that Jefus 
would remember him, when he fiiould 

#^Uk«iuii.4J. (Greek.) 
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come into his kingdom^ What kind of 
a kingdom muft this have been ? Not a I 
kingdom of this world, but a fpirilual i 
and a heavenly kingdom. The thief 
therefore, might be. fixppofed to prajr 
to Jefus for an admiffion into a ftate of 
happinefs after death. This prayer . 
was immediately anfwered by Jefus, 
with a voice full of majefty and dignity^, 
promifing him admiffion intio Paradifc*, 
What muft an impartial fpedator think 
of fuch a convcrfation ? Muft he not 
conclude that Jefus really had a power. 
Qvei: departed fpirits, to appoint them, 
to. a ftate of happinefs, and that the. 
tnief had a full perfuafion of this t^uth, . 
and ventured his falvation upon it ? ^ 
»6.. Another circumftance wa^ the^ 
cry which Jefusyttcred as he was ex-- 
pirihg. ** Fathecy into thy hands,.!/ 
commend my fpirit.*'*- Thefe word^/^ 
it is faid, he crigd ^ with a loud vQicc i./ 
which was an- evidence of the inwardt> 
ftrtngth and yig^our, both of his body-, 
ahd mind, notwitliftanding his pain ao^ 

•.IeUkt.xxiiij.4,6i, 
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and the lofs of blood from his woun Js^. 
It was alfo an indication, that he died at 
his own time, that no man took his life^ 
from him, but that he laid it down of 
himfelf, and refigned his fpirit into the 
hands of his father. It is obferved, by 
one of the hiftorians, that when Jofcph 
of Arimathea, begged of Pilate, the bo- 
dy of Jefus, ** Pilate marvelled if he 
were already dead,*' and would not be- 
lieve it, tilt he had called the Centurion, 
and was afTured of it by him ;* whence 
it appears that Jefus died much fooner 
than it was ufual for perfons in thofe 
circumftances to die ; and indeed foon- 
er than the companions of his fufFer- 
ings. ; 

This loud expiring cry, joined with 
the other circumftances abovementicned^ 
drew from the Centurion and his compa- 
ny that honeft confeffion.-f- ** Truly 
this man was the Son of God.** The 
penetration and fenfibility which were 
difcovered by thcfe military charadters, 

* Mark i.?, 44. f Ver. 39.. 
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^id them much honour. They were 
greatly affeded with the (ingularity and 
foletnnity of the fcene ; their confeflion 
was the rcfultof convidion ; it was vo- 
luntary and fincere, and they could have 
no inducement to make it, but the force 
of truth. 

The Centurion's expreflion as given 
by Luke is, *• certainly this was a 
righteous man ;** * which amounts to 
what the penitent thief had faid, ** This 
man hath done nothing amifs/* or to 
what Pilate had faid before, '* I find no 
fault in this man.** Thcfe are full and 
fufEcient proofs of the innocencj of the 
charadter of Jefus ; but the teflimony, 
** that he was the Son of God,*' rifes 
ftill higher and proves that the Centtt- 
rian did believe him to have been a per- 
fon ol extraordinary dignity, honoured 
with a ipecial commiffion from God. 
He had doubtlefs learned this phrafe 
from his acquaintance with the Jews, it 
being one of the names, by which thqr 
were ufed to call the Mefliah, who^ 

• I.ukcxsiii. 47. ^- 



\ 
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theyexpeded.* He probably knew that 
Jefus was put to death, for affuming 
this charader ; he had heard him re- 
peatedly pray to God, on the crofs, call- 
ing him Father 3 ^* Father, forgive 
them/* ** Father, into thy hands i 
commend my Ipirit ;** and he had rea*- 
fon to believe from the extraordinar}'' 
behaviour of the fufFerer, and the io^ 
lemn appearance of the face of nature, 
•on that memorable day, that Jefus >i'as 
fincere in thefe addreffes, and thatt God 
had heard him ; whence it was natural 
for him to conclude, that there was fome 
ipecial union and relation between God 
and him, as between, a father and a fon ^ 
that he was invefted by the father, with 
IfepQwer over death and the future ftate; 
that he had a kingdom beyond », the 
grave, in the ynfeen world, and could 
difpofe of departed fouls at his pleafure. 
Such a teftimony, coming from fuch a 
perfon, at fuch a time, refleds the high- 
€4 honour on the character of Jeiufi, 
and i§ a ftriking evidence in favour of 

• Ff«lm ii. 7, 
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tlie chriflian revelation. Coidd any 
psrfpn more defervedl-y receive fjch un- 
ibught, unbiaflbd teftimonies ? Can wc 
wonder that his difciples loved him> 
when thofe who had no particular con- 
ti^'flion With him ^ but to afTift in his 
Execution, have cxprcfTed fuch a full 
convidion of his dignity and glory and 
the fpotleis purity of his charad:er ? 
AVho, judging only hy the light of nl- 
ture, and attending to the evidence be- 
fore their ^yes, wore fully persuaded 
that his pret^nfions were juft and his 
character diA^ine ? 

iPermit me, here to introduce a fine 
paflage, from the late excellent Bifliop 
Sherlock ;" where he compares and ex- 
amines the differc»nt charadeis of Jefiis 
and Mahomet ; both of whom are be- 
^ lieved by their refpedive followers to 
have been meflengers from God.* 

*' Cto to your natural religion. Lay 
before her Mahomet and his difciples, 
arrayeci in armour and blood ; riding ia 
triumph, over the fpoils of thoufands 

* ^rnons vol. x. No. 9.^ 

G 
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and ten thoufands who fell by his vk- 
torious fword. Show ber the countries 
. which he ravaged and deftroyed ; the 
cities which he fet in flames ; and the 
miferable diilrefs of all the inhabitants* 
When fhe has viewed him in this fcene, 
carry her into his retirement ; (how her 
the prophet's chamber, his concubines 
and wives ; let her fee his adultery, and 
hear him alledge revelation and a divine 
commiflion, to juftify his luft and op- 
preflion. When Ihe is tired with this 
profpedt, then fhow her the bleffed 
Jesus, humble and meek, doing good 
to all the fons of men; patiently inflrudt- 
ing both the ignorant' and the perverfe. 
Let her fee him in his moft retired pri- 
vacies ; let her follow him to the nioun- 
tain and hear his devotions and fuppli- 
cations to God, Carry her to his table, 
to view his poor fare and hear his hea- 
venly difcourfe. Let her fee him, in- 
jured but not provoked. Let her attend 
him, to the tribunal, and confider the 
patience, with which he endured the 
fcojfTs and reproaches of his enemies. 
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Le?^ her to bis crofs and let her hear 
him pray ta his enemies. ** Father 
forgive them for they know not what 
they do." When natural religion has 
viewed both ; afk, which is the pro- 
phet of Goi> ? But her anfwer we have 
already j when llie faw part of this 
fcene through the eyes of the Centurion 
whb attended at the Grofs i by him,;/5e 
ipoke and faid, *^* Truly this man was 
tiicSpnofGod/* 



DiJfertaaionVl. 



•B 



CNTRX CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING THt 
RESURRECTION OF JeSUS ChUIST. 






X HE dignity and folemnity of 
this grand event, and the infinitely mo- 
mentous confequences ot it to us and 
to all mankind, may juftly ftrike our 
minds with awe and reverence ; yet if 
we would entertain a juft idea of it, we 
muft enter familiarly into all its circum- 
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ItUnces ; and even into the afFe(Sl>-ns; 
the ueaknefTes* ami the prejudices of 
thofe who werefirfl acquainted with it ; 
for they were human beings like our-* 
felves, havingreafon and paffionin exer- 
cife at once ; and the tumuI^ of both 
produced thofe efFed:s ; which we are 
now to contemplate. 

It is impoffible to read the hiftory of 
tfle life and deathof Jefus Chrift, wiih- 
out obferving the conftantj zealous- antl 
xefpedlful attention of his female friends. 
We find among them fingular inflapces 
of attachment to a worthy and amiable 
character in the moft diftrcfling Icenes. 
They gave, the ftrongeft proofs of their 
love to him, even when moft of his 
chofen difciplesforfook him ; they kept 
as near to him as the circumilaixces he 
was in would allow; and, they would 
gladly have miniftered to. him and com* 
forted hirn in his laft moments, had 
diey been permitted ^ 

Among the friends of Jefus were two 
perfons who had hitherto kept them* 
fdve s concealed ; but on occafiou of his . 
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deatli appeared openly and boldly in 
thecharaderoTdifciples. Thefc were 
Jofeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, 
both members of the Jewifh council, 
but who^ad not been concerned in the 
pjoceedings againft him. The provi- 
. deiKe of Gk)d fo dired:ed the manner of 
their expreffing their regard to Jefus, as 
.to make them inftrumental of fulfilling 
two remarkable {prophecies refped:ing 
the Mefliah. One was that he fliould 
not ** lee corruption /'* the other was 
that he (hould ** make his grave with 
the wicked and with the rich'\*f' ;rThe 
two thieves were doubtlefs buried in 
Golgotha, the common burying ground, 
in or near the place of crucifixion ; but 
: thebody of Jefus, after Jofeph had ob- 
tained 1eavi3 of Pilafe,' was^ conveyed in- 
to his own garden, nigh , at hiatnd, in 
which was a new fepulchrc hewn out of 
a^rock ; and becaufe it was the day of 
preparation before th? Sabbath, and it 
. was near night, he thought it heft to 
depofit the body in that new fepulchre* 

t1!UAXTi«i^ ' t ir«iRlt lui. 9*^ w 



Tb^preferve it in the moft decent man- 
ner which circumftances would then ad- 
mit, Jdfcph and Nicodemus who were 
both men of weakh, brought fine linen 
TV'ithalargequantityof myrrh and aloes, 
*' T hen took they the body of Jcfus , 
and wound it in the linen cloth, with 
the fpices, as the^ manner of the Jews was 
tobury.**' Tlius by means of the rich 
drugs- applied to the wounded body, 
and the linen wrapped around it, togeth- 
er with the-coolneft of the rock in which 
the fepulchre was hewn,' the body of 
Jefus was effedtually preferred from 
corruption, during the time- appointed 
for its continuance in tlic grave. The 
entrance of the fcpukhre was clbfed with 
a great ftone; and the body^ being thus 
ftcured by his friends, they retired and 
•* refted the feven^h day- according to 
the commandment.*" 

But his enemies could notTeft. They 
remembered' what his difcjples had for- 
gotten, that he had foretold his* own re- 
Airrcdion on the third day 5 and' thty 
were afraid that fome things mights take 



place which ihould gh'C countenance to 
fijch a report. They feaied thiit thofe 
of his difciples who hiid* buried him, 
with the afliftancc of others, would come 
by night and. take away his- body and 
would fo^fFe<flually conceal it; that there 
would be fufficient ground to fay that 
he was rifen from the dead ; and thus 
** the laft error would be worfe than the 
firft.'* i; e. the-people would be more 
ready to profefs their regard to him af- 
ter the report of his rcfurredion than* 
they were during his life. Filled with 
this idea, they aflembled on the Sabbath 
and went' in a body to Pilate, defiring 
that the fepulchre might be fecured till 
the third day. He granted them a guard 
which they placed in Jofeph's gar den , 
to watch the fepulchre. Having as may 
well beiuppofed; fir& looked into it to 
fee that the body was there, they clofcd 
the entrance and fealed the flone ; and it 
is probable that their defign. was to keep 
the body till after the third day, and 
thai, publicly expofe it to view ; that 
they saight at once, ruin the. cfcdir 
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of the predidioa and the chara<Ser of 
Jefiis.. 

Thus* it appears that divine ; provi- 
dence overruled the defigns of his ene-- 
mies, as weli as the endeavours of* his 
friends, to give the utmoft ftiength to 
the proof of his rcfurredion.^ All pof- 
fible care was taken to pyeferve and fe- 
cure his body*; ;by his .friends, to ptc- 
ftrve it from corruption, and by his ene- 
mies, to fecufe it from removal. It be- 
came neceflary then for a fpecial divine 
agency to be mantiefted,, in accomplifh- 
ing that glorious event 5 on ' wtich- the 
truth of the gofpel iahd our ht>pe of fal- 
vation eflentially depend. 

The fpace of time in which Jefus had 
foretold that hefhould liial in the grave, is 
in one place, faid to be ** three days and 
and three nights ;V* in other places, 
the prediction is that hefhould rife *• on 
the third d^y."-f- According, to the 
Jiewifli n>bde of reckoning the; evening 
' belonged "to 'the'day which = I followed it, 
■ and not to the day which ptrccccdcd it. 
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The day ended at the letting of the fun ; 
and then the next day began. The dajc 
on which Jefus died, according to our 
mode of reckoning, wa& Friday at three 
of the clock in the afternoon. The re* 
maining part of that day, viz. from that 
hour to the fetting of the fun, the Jews 

would call the firftday of his death.. 
Then the next twenty four hours, 
which ended at- ftinfet on the Jewidi 
Sabbath, was the fecond day ; and the- 
•following night and day, belonged to 
the third* day. The feveral phrafes. 
** three days a^d nights/' or ** after 
three day sv*'^ or ** in- three days/* (igni- 
fy the fame as, "on the third day/* 
and thus the Jews underftood it. For 
they went to- Pilate on the fecond day, 
which was the Sabbath, and afkcd for a 
guard to watch the body //// the third 
day, left his difciples fhpuld come- 6y 
night and take him away. It Is evident 
then that they underllood tlic firft day of 
the w^eek, to be the day limited by Jefiis 
for his refarrcction ; and if he rcfe ou, 
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that day then the prophecy was coiiii* 
pie ted.* 

I'he friends of fefus were fo far from^ 
intending fuch a thing aS; the removal of 
his body, to favour the fuppolition ofa. 

refurredion, that they neither under- 
f^^ood nor believed what he had fevcral* 
times told them of his rifing from the 
dead . They had fo deeply, imbibed the 
Jewifli idea of a Mefliah^ who fhould 
•* abide forever," that when Jefus was 
dead, all their hopes were dead alfd.. 
They had feen that he. did not deliver 
himfelf from the powef.of his enemies ^ 
but was fallen a facrificc to their malice i 
and with the ideas of temporal, domin- 
ion which they entertained, what could 
they think of his being the king of 
Ifrael ? As they knew his pious, fum- 
ble andbsaevoleiit chara6tcr, it mu ft 

* The fpaceoftime between the death of Jefus and fait re« 
fiirre£lion may be thus computed. 

Ftrjf Jajft From the ninth hour (3 o'clock P. M*) Hcmrt^ 
cf the day which we call Friday to funfet 3 

Second day. The whole of Saturday^ or. the Jewiflr'. 
Sabbath, 24 

Ihtrd day. From the end of thfc Sabbath at funfet, 
ta the jdawn of. the turft day of the week. ahout 1 1 : 

IT 
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liavc filled them with perplexity to ac- 
count for his being put to death as a 
Tcriminal. As the Jews had gratified 
their malice againft him, it was natural 
to exped: thauhe fame vengeance would 
be executed on his followers. The 
terror of this, made, them a-t firfl: defert 
him^j it caufed Peter to deny him; 
and it operated fo ftrongly on all, that 
when they came ^together, to confer on 
the ftrange things which had happened, 
they fliut themfelves up for fear of the 
Jews. Such was the ftate of their 
minds ;' and hence it is eafy to conclude 
that the apprehenfion of the Jews, left: 
thefe men fliould fleal the body of Jefus, 
and then raife a report of his refurrec- 
tion, was entirely groundlefs. All 
which the moft zealous and forward of 
them intended, was to embalm it, in the 
mofl refped:ful and honourable manner, 
on the day following the Sabbath. For 

this, they. had begun their preparations 
in the evening, and with an attempt to 

put this defign in execution, the morn- 
ing of "the third day was opened • But 
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the providence of God difappointed that 
defign and introduced a new, furprifing 
rnd magnificent fcene, of M'hich they 
Iiad not any idea or expedation. The 
particular circumftances of it» I fhall 
now recite, in the order, in which, from 
a comparifon of the faur Evangelifts,! 
conceive them to have happened . 

When the Sabbath was paft, i. e. in 
the evening following the 'Sabbath^ 
Mary Magdalene, ana Mary the moth- 
er of James, with Salome and Joanna 
5nd other women, bought fweet fpices 
tliat they ipight anoint the body of . je- 
iiis, in the preparation of Which they 
employed themfelves duriftg a. part or 
}>erhaps tlie whole of thts niglit. Very 
early in the morning, juft as the dawn 
began to appear^ Mary Magdalene 
went from liome, with the other 
Mary and Salome, to fee the fepulchre, 
leaving Joanna and the other wome& 
to bring the fpices. As they were pro- 
ceeding toward' Jo'fcph^s gardcti, near 
Mount Calvary /they faid a-mong thcm- 
felves, "^who (hall roll away the ftonc 
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'from the door of the fq>ulch*rc ? For it 
was very great,** It is evident from 
this eonverfation, -^that fbtne of them 
•had feen the ftont placed there by Jot* 
feph and Nicodemus, two evenings be*, 
fore ; and the rdmoval of this ftbnc^ 
-was the only difficuhy, of which they 
had any apprehenfion ; the guard hav- 
ing been placed there in the evening 
ipreceeding, without their k-nowlcdge. 
But, when th^ approached >he fcpul*- 
chre, they faw the ftone removed ; and 
it had been removed in u manner et 
which they had not the leaft <!xpe(9:i- 
-tion. For-, about the time 'of their fet- 
ting out from home, there was an earth-' 
quake ; the noifc of which would pro- 
bably have awakened the guard, if they 
had been afleop ;• and an angel of the 
Lord had defcended from heaven , and 
came into the garden, and removed the 
•ftone from the dOor of the fepulchre, 
and fat upon it. ** His countenance 
was like, lightning,** flafhing around 
him 5 ** and his raiment white as fnow^ 
and for fear of him** the guards trerni- 

H 
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bled and became as dead. At the m-^ 
llant of this majeftic appearance of the 
angel, and the terror of the guards ; Je- 
fus, being awakened from the fleep of 
death, probably by another angel, arofe 
and can^e out of the fepulchre ; his bo- 
dy being transformed in fuch a peculiar 
nmanner, astobevifibleor invifibleat his 
pleafure ; and, the fame peculiarity at- 
tended the angels alfo. It is probable 
that the guards, as fpon as they had re- 
covered from their furprize, and feen the 
fepulchre open, fled from the garden ; 
-for there is no account, that any of them 
were feen by the friends of J^fus, at 
•their approach. 

As foon as Mary Magdalene, who 
was the foremoft of the company, per- 
ceived that the ftone was taken away, 
and the fepulchre open, fhe left her 
companions, and ran to inform Peter 
jand John, of what fhe had difcovered ; 
and faid to them, ** they have taken 
away the Lord*, out of the ffepulchre, 
and we know not where tliey have laid 
him/* 
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' Whilfl: /he was gone on this errand, 
fhe other women advanced to the fepul- 
chre, and went in ; where they faw an 
angel in the likenefs of a young man, 
fitting cA the right fide, clothed in a 
long white garment, a!nd they were af- 
frighted. But he fhid to them, ** be 
not affrighted, ye feek Jefus of Naza- 
fcth, who was crucified ; he is rifen, 
he is not here; behold the place where 
they laid him. But go your way, tell 
kis difciples, and Peter, that he goeth 
l^forc yoir info Galilee ; there fhall ye 
fee him, as he faid to you.*' Having 
diflihdiy heard thefe words, they went 
out and fled ; and it is remarked, that 
they faid nothing to any perfon whom 
they met by the way ; though probably 
they met fome of their own friends. 

After they were gone, Peter and John, 
who had heard the report ofMaryMag- 
dalene, came running to the fepulchre. 
John out ran Peter and came firft ; and 
ftooping down, he looked in and law- 
the linen cloths, in which the body of 
Jefus had been enclofed, but he went 
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not in. When Peter came, he wen^ in* 

and made a further difcovery ; that the 

napkiat\\\hichwae about' his^ head did* 

not liq with the other linen, but was- 

wrapped together in apkceby itfclf. 

Then John went in and faw the f^me,- 

und ke iilievedi i. c. he^was the firft of 

r-lie difciptes who beliieved the refurrcc- 

von of his Lord. For as yet, th^othcrs* 

knew not the meaning of the fcripturc, 

and of his own prediction, that ho 

lliculd rife from the dead, Thefe twa 

difciples having examined all theobjedls 
]t>i:efenj^d to their view, werit away and/ 

protfably called together the iseft of the 

eleven, to tell thqm what they had 

f^en. 

But Mary Magdalene, who had como 

hack to. the fepulchre,.with,.. or foon af* 

t(,T Peter and jDhn^ Hayed without, at 

the door, weepmgj and as fhe wept; 

ihc ftboped down,- and faw two angels,. 

who had been invilible, whilft Peter 

and John were there. They were cloth-. 

ed in white, and were fitting one at the 

ifi^if, the other at the feet of the glace. 
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were the body of Jcfys had Iain. They 
faid to her, ** Woman, why weepeft 
thou ?'* She anfwercd, ** Becaufe they 
have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid him/' When 
Ihe had faid this, Ihe turned herfelf back 

• 

and faw Jcfus, but knew not that it was 
he. Jefus faid to her, ** Woman, .why 
weepeft thou ? whom feekeft thou ?*' 
She fuppofing him to be the Gardener, 
faid, ** Sir, if thou haft borne him hence 
tell me where thou haft laid him, and I 
will take him away." Obferve, flie did 
not name the pcrfon; for whx>m fhe was 
looking, but concluded that the beeper 
of the garden muft know whom flie 
meant. Jefus then afluming his ufual 
familiar voice, called her *' M^ry T' In* 
ftantly> iJie knev(r= the joyful foiind, and • 
flew to embrace him, crying *' Rabboni I 
or my Matter.*' But Jtfus faid *' Touch 
me not, for I am not yet afcended to my 
Father^" Thr meaning was, do not 
now ipend : time • in embracing ihe, f 
fhall not yet leavJe tT:ie world, and go t6 
my. father j you will have opportunity to > 

H-a- 
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fee^me again ; ** but go .to my brethren 
and lay. to them,.I afcend to. my father 
and, your father, to my God and your 
God/' Xhis WAS the firlL appearance 
of Teftis, 

.His next appearance was toitheothcr 
Mary and Salome, and, probably the 

other women, Jt)anna and her company 
who. were bringing the fpices » and had 
turned back.alfo. For as the women 
were going to dcliver:to the difeiples the 
mef&gC' which the angels had given 
them : Jcfixs- mft them, faying ** All 
hail P* And they Came and held him by 
the feet, and worfhippcd* him. Then 
faid'Jefus to themj •' Be not afraid, go 
tell my brethren, that they go before me 
into Galilee and there (hall they fee me.** 
Should any. difficulty arife- from the 
iaccount given by Luke of the women's 
vifit tO'the fepulchrc 5 where he. fpeaks 
of two men in Ihining" garments who 
gave themamefTage to the difeiples ' of 
•the ?fafT7e import, though not precifely in 
the feme word Si as that which Matthew 
and Mark have recorded ; candour, will . 
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oblige us to folvc it, by ftippofing;. 
either that lome of them law but one; 
and others both the angels ; who might 
make themfelves vifible at one time and 
not at another, to one perfbn and not'tb 
another ; or elfe, that different women 
came in fucceffion to the fepukhre and 
that the angels, repeated thic meflage to 
them.. 

When- thefe women came into tUc 
city, they went to the eleven; who had 
met together. To them they, reported 
what they had feen and heard ;• but' their 
wordfe fcemed as idle talcs and they be.«- 
lieved'them not. 'Thisobfervation muft 
be applied' only to the major part'of the 
eleven^; for John hadbeen to thafcpul* 
chre, and had obferved fo much; as* in* 
duGcd him to believe the. refurrecJiion of 
Jefus ;:and Peter was wondeiing in his 
heart at the things which had happened; 
On this report of the women; who faid 
.that they had feen» a- vifion-of angels^ 
Luke fays that** Peter arofeand^ ran to 
the lepulchre.'* This is fuppofed tQ 
hiayfi been. a. fccond vifit,. which he 
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xnadc ; but, at this fecond vifit, he faw 
no angels ; he only looked in, aiid faw 
the linen cloths lying as they were be- 
fore. Either with Peter or foon after, 
fome others of the eleven went thithei: 
and found the fepulchrc in the fame 
fituation ; but they faw not the angels, 
jior their rifen Lord^ 

About this time> Gleopas and ano-j 
ther of thci difciples ^ departed from the 
city to go to Emmaus ; in^ which jour- 
ney they had an interview with Jcfus, 
whicb completely fatisfifed them that he 
was riffcn from the dead. The dcfign? 
of this appearance of Jefus^waa to im- 
prefs on the minds of * thefc two difci* 
pks, an. argument for the truth of his • 
beingthe:Mefliah which had not bcen-^ 
confidercd hy any^ of them as it ought to> 
have been> I mean the argument froni 
prophecy^ That they might' under^- 
jftand thi^ argumen^properiy^ and exer-^-- 
cife their reafon in judging of it- he did' 
not difciover himffelf at* once ; but ' dift 
guifed himlfelf in the habit of a traveller* 
and.eQAercd into familiar; conYerfatioo- 
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witK them, on the fubjedl. Having* 
tiius in a rational way prepared thcin 
minds for the belief of his refurrecSion, 
©fwhiohthcy had heard fome report j 
but were in doubt and fadncfs on ac- 
count of it, he prefcnted himfclf before 
Aem as their rifen^ Lord, and gave them* 
fenfible evidence of the truth of vvhat^ 
.tibe women had reported l 

On their return to the city, they foundr 
tliat the evidence of this great event liad 
gained ground during' their abfence^ by 
an appearance- of the Lord to Simon,; 
the particulars of which are not record- 
ed ; but neither the report of this ap* 
pcarance nor of his being feen of them* 
at Emmaus was fatisfacSory to the? 
eleven, until Jefus himfelf came inta 
the midft of them^ and did eat and 
drink before- them ; and made them- 
handkhini and judge on the moft fenfi- 
ble and demonftrative proof, that, the 
fame body which had been crucified^ 
dead and buried was alive again. The 
fame kind of demonftration was giveni 

to. Thomas at their next meeting) and* 



94^ DISSERTATIONS 

thuis the whole number were fully fatis^ 
fied by thcmoft infallible evidence. 

It is now proper to turn Qur attentioi* 
to the enemies of Jefus,' and fee what 
effedl this exttaordinsjry event had on 
them. It is faid by Matthew, that ^^fome 
of the watch came into the city, and 
told the chief priefts all things that were 
done,*' as far as they were* acquainted 
with them. Thefc fbldicrs doubtlcfs 
told the truth, and probably o/iSer^ of 
them might tell the fame truth to ethev 
people. Such' an event was aa occa&v 
on of furprife and concern to the Jewifh 
priefts, whofe intereft it was to ruiti the* 
credit of the miracle. When they had 
affembled and confulted among thenw 
felves, they found no other means ii^ 
their power to do this, but to bribe the 
feldiers with a large fum of money, to^ 
tell this lie, " that the difciples of Jefus 
had come by night and ftolen him away, 
whilftthey flept,*^ and when the fbldiers: 
objcdled, that they Ihould be punifhcd 
for breach of duty, they gave them thist 
aflurance, * ' if it come to the GovemiSr:*s 
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ears, we will pcrfuade him, and fecurc 
you." This argument prevailed ; they 
took the money, and did as they were 
commanded. This rep ort became cur- 
rent among the Jews, and continued i'o 
till the timtf when the gofpel of Mat- 
thew was written, in which their arti- 
fice was dete(5led, and expofcd. 

Such were the circumftances attend- 
ing the refurredion of Jefus Chrift ; 
and from the whole, we may fairly de- 
duce this obfervation ; that if there had 
fceeniuch a pre-concerted plan among 
the difciples, as the Jew« pretended, we 
/h ould have found them watching for 
the event, and feizing the firft report 
as incontrovertible evidence. &ut in fad:, 
it was a matter of prophecy, which 
none of them underflood or expcdled. 
The news was received by them with 
furprife'; and it was a long time before 
they could overcome their prejudices. 
"Their itictedulity in fuch a cafc, is the 
ftrongeft' evidence, that there was no 
'fraud, ho dtffign, no artifice'. Nothing 
but the moft dcmonftrative proof could 



•convince them ; and when this was .of^ 
-fered, they finally yielded themfdves to 
its force, and believed, that they had 
feen not a fpc6lre as at firft they imagin»- 
•ed ; but the real rifen body of their be^ 
Joved mafter. 



Bijfertatipn VIT. 

ON THE QUESTION, -WHY THE EVIDENCE. O^ 
THE RESURRECTION OF JeSUS ChRISC 
RE3TS ENTIRELY ON THE TESTIMONY O* 

lilS OWN DISCJ^FLES. 



-XXMGNG the objeaions which 
the wifdom of this world hath made to 
the fyftem of chriftianity, it hath been 
ailed ged that the refurretflion of. Jcfu'S 
Chrift waswitneffedby nonebut hisown 
difciples ; and the credibility of the fac9: 
hath been fuppofcd tobe greatly inj urcd by 
this circumftancc. It is faid^ that ** the 
xefurredion, fuppofing it to have taken 
place^ admitted of public and ocular di> 
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rtrtonftration, vto all Jcrufolem at leaft. 
A thing which every body is required to 
believe* requires that theproof of it Ihould 
be equal to ^1, and univerfal. Inftead 
of this, a fmall number of pcrfons are in- 
troduced as proxies* for the whole world, 
to fay that they kw it ; ind all the reft 
at the world are Called upon to bdievc 
-it/** 

In ahfwer to this oUjecElioiti, I will now 
^endeavour to fhow why this great and 
'*<:apital fa6t is attefted in this particular 
'manner ; or, why the apoftles and other 
difciples of Jefus ChriJl were the only 
' witneffes of his refurrciftion. To vindi- 
-cate this part of the conduct: of divine 
; providence let the following things be 
confidered. 

Firji. The Jewifli priefts ind rulers 
'liad-fuiBicient evidence of his rcfurre<flion 
•without being eye witneflbs of it. They 
'Were perfons endowed with con^iitnmatd 
art and policy : They were fully aware 
.of thcconfequfejlce of what Jefus had fore- 
-ioid concerning his own refurredtipn : 
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They favv that the caufe of chriftianity 
,\vould be fuccefsful if this point were to 
be believed ; and, .they took all imagina- 
ble c^rc to prevent.^// which they expeft- 
,ed could or would be done.to favour fuch 
a report. They procured a guard and 
placed it at the fepulchre, and fealed the 
/lone, to prevent the difciples^frpm com- 
ing by night to fteal the body, Ther^ 
.was but one night in which -there could 
be any apprehenfion of fuch an event, 
and that night confifted of not more 
.than ten hours, from the clofe of^ one 
twilight to the dawn of the next. Now, 
who can believe that axx)mpany of Ro- 
juan foldiers, in fuch circumftances, 
would not do their duty, for one 
night ? Or if ;hey had not done 
their duty, who can believe that 
they would not have been puniflxecjl 
for their negligence ? What the Romaij 
difcipline was in fuch cafes we may lean> 
from a fimilar circuraflance. Peter 
was imprifoned by the command of 
Herod, and was miraculoufly delivered 
^ the night by the miniflryof anangeLf 
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*^As foonas it was day there was ncf 

finall ftir among the foldieirs, what was* 
become of Peter ; and when Herod had' 
ibught for him and could not find him, 
he examined the keepers, and command- 
ed that they fhould be put te death.'" . 
This was agreeable to the martial law 
pi the Romans ; and cart any perfon be- 
Keve that the Jewifli priefts would have' 
behaved, with lo much tenderhefs and 
delicacy toward thefe foldiers, as not to 
have complained to the governor and* 
had the martial law executed upon them, 
if they had been really guilty of fleeping 
Wi guard? The acknowledged fad: is, 
that the fepulchre was opened and tho 
bbdygone. Had there been really a 
£ifpicion that it was ftolen, they would 
have argued^ that it' muft have been 
done either by force or by fraud. The 
guard was fet to prevent force, and there 
would have been refinance made, the 
evidence of which would have appeared 
en trial, in vindication of the ibldiers. 
The feal on the ftone was to prevent 
fr.aud ; which could not have been Drac- 



tifed without: connivance ; and in- this*, 
cale, the broken feal : woujd have becQi 
evidence againft them* Sleeping oa- 
guard was a breach of trjufl, and if urg- 
ed as ah excufe, could aot have acquit- 
ted them. But the truth is, that the - 
foldiers were nojt brought to a trial, and 
therefore had no opportunity to juflify 
thqmfelvcs^by. declaring what they.knew 
to-be fadli and the reafon of their not 
having been brought to trial was that no . 
complaint was made.againft them ; nor 
did it confifl: with the policy of the Jew-. 
iih rulers to make luch a-complaint, be-*. 
caufe it would have brought the truth. 
to light and defeated their own defign. 

That fuch a report, viz* of thc/fteal-^ 
ing the body of Jefus by his- difciplesf . 
vvas current aanong the Jews, is allow-* 
ed j it is equally true, that the apoftle^ : 
knew how itcame tobecurrentv Should 
it be alked, lijow could fuch an artlefs 
ict of men^as the apoftles are reprefented 
to be, have penetrated this fecret? It: 
may be anfwcred ; we are informed by 
Luke,; the writer of the A4ls of the. a^. 
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ptoftlcs* that after fome time '* the word 
of God increafed and the r^umber of thd 
difciples was greatly mviltiplied in Jeru- 
falem, and a glreat company oi' fAe prie/is^ 
wer« obedient to the faith." Thefe 
priefts were probably acquainted with* 
the artifice, the fiftion and the bribery 
which had been pradtifed by their 
brethren ; and upon their converfion 
"would naturally communicate it to the 
apoftles, of which number Matthew was' 
one, who publifhed it in his gofpel. 
The' Jewifh rulers had no means in their 
power to contradidt what was thus pub- 
liihed* They did not attempt to prove» 
that the body wa^ ftolen-; nor to account 
for its beings miffing ;. nor to produce it 
from its concealment, though they had 
iiiificient power tomakealcarchand fuf- 
ficient inducement to^ctfedl the fraud, if 
any had been really fufpcdted. 

The conclufion^ then- is^ that they 
were confcious to thcmtfelves of the tmlh 
of the refurrecftioh- of Jefifs^ They 
knew that they had bribed the foldiet* 
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to make a falfe report, and why fhould ] 
they have done this, if they had not beca^ 
convinced thftt Jefus was rifen ? X^t any 
one who is acquainted with the motives- 
and principles of human actions judge, 
whether, if the charge of .bribery and for- . 
gery thus brought againft the Jews by. 
the chriftians, had been falfe, the Jews 
would not have taken fome method to ■. 
vindicate themfelves- 1 here, was, an . 
open controverfy between the cbriHians . 
and the Jews on that queftion, whethe? , 
Jdfuswere ri fen from the dead. . The • 
chriftians boldly and publicly aflerted it, 
and declared themfelves witneffes of it. 
And how did the Jews manage their 
part of the controverfy ? They contra- 
<Ii<5ed and blafphemed : They threatned : 
and perlccuted : *l?|iey did all which: . 
|>ower and malice could do, to hinder 
the doftriqe from beipg propagated* 
And what kind of proof is this ? It is a • 
fpecies of Argument which has often been ; 
ufed in a bad caufe ; but never produced " 
conviction in the mind of auy; iinccre 
iaquirer. Since no- other apgum«n* trut:r 



vtolence- was by them oppoled to the : 
chriftian dodlrine^ wc may fafcly . con- 
clude that they had no other toule ; and : 
there is fufficient ground for us to believe 
that the Jfiwilh rulers it/z^w that Jefu? 
was rifen ; but. endeavoured to conceal ; 
the truth and fubftitute a falfhood in its 
place. . 

Second^. . If will follow ^ then, that 
they were of all men moft unworthy to - 
be indulged with any other evidence or " 
mode of conviftion. - They had difcov- 
CTcd the greateft enmity and malice a- 
gainft Jefus -Chrift, his perfon, his doc- 
trine, his miracles and the fucccfs of his 
public minifhy : Their prejudice againit ' 
him was fo ftrong ; that they were dif- 
pofed to refifl-Uhe plaineft evidence, . 
which could be offered.'. Tx)what pur- 
pofe then would have- been any other; 
evidence than what they, already- had ? 
Would it have produced an aheraiion : 

in their tempers ou- biehaviour ? What ; 
was theincondudl toward Lazarus, af- 
ter Jefus had rajfed him from death ?'^ 
*^They gathered a; couttcil^ and fwd. 



what do wc ? For this man doth many^ 
miracles, if we let him alone, all men. 
will believo on him*. AAd they confult*. 
that they might put Lazarus to death,, 
hecaufe that by reafon of him, many of. 
the Jews, believed on Jefust"* Now. 
would not the fame enmity have operat- 
ed in the fk me way againft Jefus him- 
felf^? Wouldnot-therfamomalice, which^ 
put him to death once^ . have attempted 
to kill him. again ^ Should it be faid» 
that Jelus- might eafily have efeap^ 
ed out of their hands, as he did feveral 
times, during his life and before his hour 
was^ come ; - fuppofe he had, what ufe 
>vould: ftich* maHcioHS enemies have 
made of this circumftance ? They would 
have faid, that it was a ghoft or fpedlre,. 
which ajgpeared, and not the real rifen' 
botijMtf Jefiis : . They would have faid 
^: th^l the fenfes of the people were impof-1 
td upon by magic ; that they were de- 
luded with a fii^titious appearance, and 
thus they would have evaded the proof 
of his riefuf region;. Did they not treat 
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his miracles in this manner ? Thefe 
were open and public. The witneffes 
wcrefo many ^ that the fads could not 
be denied ; but how did the enemies of 
Jefu5 evade this proof of his divine mif-- 
fion ?' ** He caftethout devils, by BeeU 
zebub prince of the devik.** If fuchvvas^. 
their malicious difpofition, how. eafy 
would it have, been for them to. invent 
fome fach reafon : for; the appearance 
prefented to the view. of the people, and . 
afcribe it to ibme infernal- artifice ? 

Thirdly^ , U may, be inquired , if Jefus. 
htad appeared: openly and publicly t<> 
the Jews, his enemies, after his refiirrec- 
tion, what additional evidence could we 
have derived from it ? How fhould we^ 
have known that' he thus appeared ? Ifr 
the Jews were fo full of malice as- to try 
all in their power todeflr&y^chriftianity, 
is it probable that they^ would have giveH^ 
their . teftimony, and left it on record, 
that they had feen Jefiis alive again , af-* 
ter his death? Such a thing could not 
have been expeded. If they had left"^ 
no fuch teftimony , then we muft have 
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whom Jefus was fecnat once, was^ above 
Jive hundred \ of whom the greater 
part wei?e alive at the ' time when Paul 
wrote his firftepiftle to the Corinthians;* 
:Had there, been any doubt of^he fafit,. by 
any lerious inquirer, during the firft age 
of the church, haw eafy would it have 
been to find one or more living wknefles, 
of whom fatisfadlion might have been 
obtained ? Suppofe there were now, any 
^oubt.refpecSing an event, which hap- 
•ipened in this country , forty or fifty years 
.'paft.; woiild it not be an eafy matter to 
inquire, who is now living that remem- 
bers it, and was then of fuffkicnt age. to 
^notice it, who had feen End heard, what 
was the foundation of the report ? And 
could not full iatisfadion be gained .by 
iiich an inquiry ? Would an event thus 
xftablifhed by the concurrent teftimpny 
of feveral witnefles, lofe its credit with 
the next generation, tvhen all thofe who 
J>ad been-ey c arid ear witheflibs /hpuW be 
dead ? Efpccially , if care had been tak- 
^ by them , td commit the iftory *9. ^jifn 

♦ I Cor. XV, 6, 
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ing and thus prefervc the memory of it ? 

-And, more cfpccially, if there had been 

a particular day fet apart to cdebratc the 

event and perpetuate the remembrance 

of it ? Let us take an example, flimiliar 

to ourfelves. Do not we know, that on 

a certain day, in a certain year, of the 

prefent century, the delegates of thefe 

American Aafcs, in Congrefs affembled, 

'declared them independent ? Should any 

perfon now, or within a few years hence 

doubt this fad-, may not an appeal be 

naadeto tliofe perfons w-ho were then 

living and ailing in that great aflflxir ? 

'Or J jfhouldany doubt bemade a centur}', 

'Or (everal centuries hence, when all the 

prefent generation will be in their graves ; 

may not an appeal be made to pubh'c re- 

• -cords, or to approved hiftories, or to the 

annual celebration of the day on whicli 

the a6l was pa fled ? And, will not this 

be rcafonable and convincing evidence ? 

Jirft fuch evidence we have that Jefiis 

rofc from the dead. It was a fadl, feen 

and known, witnefled and believed, by 

perfons who could not have miftakcii 

K 



the fad ; by numbexs, by .grcjt plumbers 
of .them. There has beeri ^n ^uthentk 

a * if" - - ■ 

hiftory of it written by eye-witncffes, 
aod preferyed by their iiipceflbi s * There 
has alfp beep a familiar jrionument of it 
preferved 9;npng them i the firft day of 
every week is regarded as a day. of reli^- 
gious reft and wo^fhip ; it has been, for 
almoft eighteen centuries, invariably 
kept, and underftood to be kept facred, 
in memory of that great .event. If any 
per f on in this age of the world (hould 
doubt the refurreftion of Jefu«- Chrift, 
Jet him feek fome other reafon for the 
obfervatioo of the Lprdi's day ; JLet him : 
tell us when it began to be kept, and by 
\vhom, and for what pwrpofe ; and if 
he can give no other, or no niore. fatis- 
faStory account of it, than is' given in . 
the books of the evapgelicaj hiftorian^. 
Jet himbealhamedofdpubtio^ orh^fitat-* 
in g t o admit the truth of that i^ceoilQ t^ 

As to tnt x:bara£ie^' oi the: witn^lTeSp' 
let it be obferved, that they nxH piiJyha(it 
full opportunity. to know tlie trw^h andi 
f^tisfy therafejlves pf '\i ^ b»t itWtS :*( 



(hi CrfRISTlANITY.- tri 

iKatfcr.^x'hicn they did riot at once believe. 
iPKey did riot ttadcrftand the prediiSiohs^ 
6fthe pi*ophctsr nor of Jcfus hiihfelf ; 
and fheifeforc did nbt expctfl and were 
fey nomteans pfepated to believe the re- 
ftirre(5lion' ef their Lord before it hap- 
pened.- It was as new and furprizirtg to 

- theni, as if there had not been' a word 
fpokcn conterning it.- And, when the 
evidence of it was prefented to them, it 
was a long time before they were all con- 
vinced. They needed the moft fenfible; 
dejnorcffrative proof : They cxercifed- 
fhdr fenfes and their feafon in examin- 
injg it ;- and after the moft full and criti- 
caljnquiry, tliey were convinced by 
^\ many infallible proofs. '* 

The evidence feems to have been com- 
municated to them, in proportion to the 
refpetftive ftrength and capacity of their 
minds. The firft appearance of Jefus 

. was to'Mary Magdalene ; the fecorid. 
Which immediately followed it, was to 
(he oiher jMary and her companions. 

■ ' iHiefe wom6n \Verc the 'moft zealous and 

'" dffedioriiate friends df Jtru's /^^d the 
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firft difcovery of himfelf to them was 
doubtlefs intended as a reward for their 
faithful attention to him iirhis lafl hours 
before his death. But, there might be 
another reafon for it. The. female mind 
is well known to be flidden in its deci- 
iions : It does not ftay to inquire, to com- 
bine and compare ideas, and deduce con- 
clu lions from various premifes ; but it 
feizes its objedl at once, or in want of it, 
falls into agony and diftrefs. In conde- 
fcention to. this habit of acquiring truth, 
Jefus did not leave his female friends in 
doubt, but fatisfied them immediately of 
the truth of hrs refuriedion ;. and they- 
received it with a tranfport of joy. Not 
ib was it with his other friends. John, 
the beloved diiciple was indeed the firft 
who believed the tefurredion ; but.hc' 
Has left to draw his conclufion from 
feveral premifes : He faw no angel, he 
heard no voice, he had no aiftual fight 
of the rifen Jefos ; but, from comparing 
the ftate in which he found the fepul- 
chre, with what. he remembered to have- 
Kad in the fcripiures, and with what 
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; Jefifs'li'acl fpbkeh when he was lalive, he 
' drew his contlailon in favour of ihe're- 
' fiifteftidn of his mafter. Others had 
' thtir Houbts removed by degrees, and 

* Tjy different 'fepiefentatioris of the eyi- 
" d^HCe'ro their, triinds. . Thas there was 

isfn'exercJfe of rcafon in judging of the 
evid^ee, arid the refult was convidtion* 
aridfaith. This is Ifhc right way of be-- 
Cotnihg true 'believers.. 

If it be &d bitted that' they believed- 
the'tdfurretflion and could ndt have been 

* deceived in gaining this belief, the next 

. inquiry is, what reafon could they have 
' forprt>pagating'the knowledge of it? 

* Wais^it ct)riduciveto their temporal rn- 
tercft ? "No, they were poor before, ahd • 
they had no profpe(ft-of making them-. 
•ftlves rich, by oppofing the general fen- 
'timei)ti of ithe ruling -party arnong their 
'ftafion.- Was it' cileulated 16 tnaSkei^ 

' tli^m fimotis and rel|)^ded in the ejfes 
of the world? Far enougW from this ! 
^ ^hcir daftrifte ivias tb the Jtws a ftunib- 
' !tlrig-bl6dt,and tdthe Greeks, foofifiiniEffs. 
^ iJVas there tmy rhope^ of tbck enjpyfog 



cafe and tranquility: ? No,. their apoftoKd: 
charader expofed them, to labour arid 
travel ; to be perfccutcd and ipnprifonedi 
to endure all kinds of fufFering^, to* 
which hupian. nature fubmits with the 
utmofl reludlance.. Were they qverheaU 
cd with ent4uifia£m ? No. men wejc 
more prudent. axid cautious and took more 
pains to avoid givir^g offence.. IndeedL 
their doftrine wa? contrary, to the lufts-. 
and paiEons of mankind ; and thefpirit: 
by which, they were animated, obliged-, 
them honeftly and. boldly tO: maintain; 
tiieir principles and teftify what they- 
knew tQ be the tr^ith ;. and by thefe. 
means much oppofition was excited a-- 
gainft them.. The fault however lay- 
not in them» but in their enemies. The? 
leligioa which they preached and prac- 
cifed was full of love and good will to* 
men ;. but it tended tp diidurb and . over-. 
throw thprfalfe opinions, the., idolatrpjus, 
worfliip. and the lieeptious morals,, 
which h^d been long eftabliihed in the. 
heathen world ; as well as the formality 

aod: by^ocrify. which leigned iu.tho. 
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J5;whh nation ; and therefore, all the 
policy and power of the prieils and fai*^ 
lerSjjfirfl among. the Jpw5,. and afterward' 
among, the Gentiles were oppofed to it* 
In thefecircumflanceSy what inducement 
could theie men have to undertake fuch^ 
a mighty work as to preach the gofpeli 
fa all nations ? What, but a full con vie— 
tion.of its truth, aad. importance, and a^^ 
full expeflation of receiving their re- 
ward, not in this but in a future, ftate ?' 
That they had thisexpedlation, and tRis> 
alone to liipport and comfort their minds^ 
in themidfl of their apoflolic labours and i 
iufFcrings, we have the tcftimony of one: 
of the. moft indefatigable of them, who> 
in his admirablejdifcourfeon the rcfurrcc- • 
tion, fays of himfelf and his brethren,. 
" If in this life only:^ we. have hop^e ia* 
Ghrift, WE: axe.of all xa^vi moft mjfera- - 
hie/' *^ \ 

If ihe. appftles were competent and:^' 
credible witncffcs of thej-efurredlion.ojfe 
Jclus Chrift, we have only to inc^iuro:*. 
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F/f/Jb/y. In what rftarihcr and Avith 
S\hat degree of credibility is - tlicir tcfti- 
mony handed, down to iis ? In ahfwer to 
this inquiry, it may be obfcrvcd in gene- 
ral, that there is as go6d Kiftbrical evi- 
dence of the tru/h of wMt h delivered 
to us on this fiibj^eft; as there is of any 
faft or evcnr whatever, and he who ^ 
fcniples to ^dhiit this' truth muft dcriy al I 
Siftoryaftdairtcftimohy tcipcfiing any 
Jjaft event; 

I . There is^ fiifficlcnt evidaice from - 
'Rmdn Hiftoriansj that /there Was ftich a 
pprfonras Jeftis Chrift >diat he lived ahd 
died in the reign of : Tiberius GeiaVi aful 
•urider the admin Jftfation of Poirtius Pi-- 

• Kte Goveftiour of Jjidea ; that the religi-- 
eta whicilhertaiightwas numwiin^d by 

' *MsfoiloweTSrthatit*fpr€!ad'firf^ in Ju*^ 
"dda, where if irbad xbntamcd any^^rfor^ 
or impofture it muft" barve been Tooixeft' 
"Sflid fitoft'caffly deie^ed ; that it; was* 

^ "^dpagatcd in Refine, tlfc trfoft' li^irnbli 
afid 'DhRghteWed city th^ft itinlic ^ wbrW ; 
that the believers of this reUgiofli were - 
defpif^d and perfecuted ;. but, , thiat- tbc^ 
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eppofiHon which they met with, inflead 
kfTemng, increafedtheirnumbers. There 
is therefore, as good evidence of the 
exiflence of the chriftian religion, as of 
any fadt or event of equal antiquity. 
There is evidence that it began in. the 
reign of Tiberius ; and there is no e^M* 
dence that it began fooner. Thus far 
the Roman and Ghriftian hiftorics agree. 

a. The books which ar^ handed 
down to us as the wirtings of thefirft 
difciples of Jelus Chrift, bear as evidejir 
marks of genuine antiq^uity as the bool^s 
of Tacitus, Suetonius^ Pliny and other 
Roman hiftorians of thfe fame age. They 
give the chronology of the events which 
they relate ;• they tell us. in whofe reign 
they happened, and who were Govemours 
of the Roman Provinces, and they lye 
fbuncf ta agree in thefe circumftances 
with contemporary writers, as far at 
kaft, as thofe writers agree with each. 
other. 

3. If the evangelical hiftorians have 
teftijfied things which no other hi^ori- 
tos have tcflified, itwasbecaule noothcjx- 



fiiftorians had the (kmc opporturiities Sfid- 
• ^adv^antjtgcs to e>cariiine and be convmc- 
■ 6d of fiich fatSs. That fiich fadls and 
events ate poilibk, na one wlio believes' 
the wifdomahd powerofGod cart doubt ;• 
ahd if thdy were real, -and were ti^n fail- 
ed in fuch an age and fuch a part of the- 
world as they are faid to have been, by 
"what other, vvhat better evidence could 

• 

they ha:vc been fappbrtcd- than* the tefti- 
xnofty* of perforis %Kd * werfe' therhfelves 
cye-\ritriefles orthfeih^^?- If theftV^ft^e^ive- 
any credit to ancieiit hiftbiy • if v^c bfe- 

• He ve any ' fa<fts ©r e>^fet\ts -of cqlial' ariti- 
vquity Vrtth the death arid ftfufn*£fibn bf 

Jefus Ghrifty febW ean-^^'i^^^^^^ 
' ideftce of ttiefe' griat' atid^ irtpbrtkht'fa^s^ 

• Withbut Wng-chiffeeablt witKinconfift-^ 
"*ncy -ind-fblly ?^ 

< *f he ferae ihihg may fee fiid'refpec-' 
•ring the gofpel^ ''which Mofes (kid -cch-- 

^ ^miilg'tlie few •; •*' Sietybiir- hearts to' 
all the words whicK I teftify to ybu, for 

• 'it is nof a' vain^ thing, It* is your life/*' 

• ©iir etfernal life depends on the truth of 
' ' rfie gofprf of Jefus Chriftv of which-the 
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-grand decifive proof is, his refurrecflion 
from the dead. If Jeius be not rifeij 
from the dead, then we have no other 
.aflurance of immortality than Socrates 
4DX Cicero had, whofebeft expedlations 
•were foupdcd on conje(9:iirc. and proba** 
ability • and whofc hope extended no far- 
ther than to the future exiftence of the 
foul, iri a flate of fepa^ation from the 
body, of which they bad but vague and 
iridiftio<5t conceptions. 3ut, if Jefus be 
jifen, then ** immortality is brought to 
Jigbt," wc have a clear and definite ide^ 
^ of it, and a well grounded hope of its 
icertainty in God's due time. To pre- 
pare us for the enjoyment of this blef- 
fednefs, we niuft believe in this faviour^ 
;ahd our hearts and lives muft be con- 
formed to. his pi-ecepts and jexample. 
Though we have not fcen him, yet wc 
rtay love him and follow him ; and we 
(Jiall then partake oi that blefling, which , . 
he has pronounced on them** whohayef 
not fcen and y^X have bclii? ved . *' 
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E5US Chrift appealed to his 
trefurrediion asthe decifive proof of his 
divine miflion and his apoftles followed 
his example. They were fo fure of the 
truth of this faft and fo fully pcrfuaded 
of its importance, that they fcrupled not 
to xifque the whole credit of tlieir reli- 
gion upon it. They believed it, onthebeft 
evidence ; they exhibited that evidence 
toothers; they required the belief of 
this extraordinary fadl as a n^ceflary term. 
of difciplefhip.j and, they had fuch a 
view of the connection between this and 
the other do<firincs of chriftianity, that 
they fcrupicd not to allow, that if this 
were falfe, all the reft was not worthy 
of regard, *' If Chrift be not rifen. 
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.^faid Paul*) then is our preaching vaift 
:and your faith alfb is vain.** Thefe 
-words fairly imply that if the doArine 
of the refurredion of ChriU: be tnie, 
. then the preaching of the gofpel and 
the faith of chriftians are of the higheft 
importance, conne<!ied with and condu- 
cive to our eternal falvation. 

Having ftated and vindicated the evi- 
dence of this illuftrious fa<5l , let us at- 
tend to the confequcnces which follow 
from it. 

I. If the docSrinc of the refurrec- 
tion of Jefus Chrift be true, then he was 
ihe promifed* Meffiah, the Saviour of 
the world. 

■ In the fame books which contain the 
evidence of his refurredlion, we have 
ftiany of his difcourfes, in fome of which 
he declared in the moft folemn manner, 
that his dodlrine was not his own, but 
his who fent him ; tha: he fpake to the 
world thofe things which he had heard 
of the father ; that as the father had 
taught him fo he fpake ; and in his lafl 

' ♦ 1 C«r. IT* 14. 
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prayer with his difciples he appealed <o 
jthe father in thefe words ** I have given 
to them the words which thou gaveft 
me," Not only was his doilrine de- 
livered but his miracles were wrought 
by the fame divine commiflipn. ** The 
works which I do, bear witnefs of mc 
that I came from God.'* Thefe mirar 
cles were wrought to prove the truth of 
his dpdrine : They were djredt appeals 
to the fenfes of mankind. Thofe who 
faw them, and efpecially thofe who ex-r 
perienced the benefit of them muft have 
been forcibly convinced, that the perlon 
\v ho wrought them was endowed with 
more than human power ; and muft have 
been induced to attend to his teaching as 
the moft ferious and important truth. 

If we regard the death of Chrift as 
fhat of a martyr, confirming his tefti- 
mony with hi§ bjopd, this muft be ad- 
mitted as a weighty evidence of the 
truth of what he taught ; efpecially 
when we take into view his holy and 
exemplary life, and the wifdom, meek-y 
f^efs ^nd humility which hi • dif£QveFe4 



f 
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m hrs whole cotidud. We cannot be^ 
licve, that fuch a perfon as he appears to 
have been would have ventured to die, 
in any caufe but that of thith ; and if we 
had no other teftimony than what arifes 
from his nairacles and his death, yet that 
would have been fufficient to give credi- 
^bility to the dodfrincs which he deliver- 
ed ; but when in additioiti to this, wi 
are affured that God did, by a fpccial 
aft of his poWer, raife tliis extraordinary 
^rfon from death to life, exadlly as he 
himfelf had piteditfted, we have the high- 
eft poffible evidence, thaf fie Was fent by 
God to en^Iighteri and reform the World 
both by his doftrine and Kis exaihple. 

But there w^s fomething beyond thii 
'in the deiign of his death ; fomething 
which was pTefigured irf the Leviticat 
facrifices, where an innocent creature, 
Without fpot or blemilh, was offered 
to God in behatf of trartgreffofs. In al- 
hiiion to this he is feid to have been of- 
fered to God, to hc/acrifced for us and 
io die for our fins * It is certain that he 
4id not die fop any fin- of his cwn< > and 
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it is eqiially certain that no man coulil' 
have taken away his life, and that deaths 
could have had no'power over him, with- 
out bis own confent. But he ofiered him- 
fclf to JGod, that he might fo take away^ 
lin, as that God might be ** juft and yet 
juftify the finner who believes in him.** 

This great event, the death of Chriil:,. 
and the particular purpofe for which hc: 
died, were foreknown and predetermin- 
ed by God , before the world was made^. 
This eternal purpofe was revealed a^ 
early as the days of Adam ; it was the 
fubftance of the Levitical facrifices ; it 
was the fubje(3; of fevecal dircO: prophje^p^ 
cies' ; it was as capital and efTential %^ 
truth in the fcriptures of the old as it i^ 
in thofe of thQ new Teftament. It majr 
therefore be truly faid ** that Chrift dicdt. 
for our fins, according to the fcriptures. ^^ 

Among the enemies of Chrift and hi»^ 
leligion, his death was reckoned a dif* 
grace to the chriftian caufe. That the 
founder of a religious fyftem, who pro-. 
fefTed that he was fentfrom God, ihould 
be put to dieatbL as. a i»alQf4<ilQC» was a^ 
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filing which in their opinion difgraccd 
his charadler and overthrew ihe merit of 
his^preten-fions. This cavil of the ene- 
mies of chriftianity had &ich an effcft 
on^ fome weak profeflbrs, as to induce 
them to deny the death of Chrift, and 
to invent fome fabulous and abfurd in* 
terppetatioRS of that part of the gofpcl 
liiftory, to rerrrovc the fcandaJ, which 
they imagined wa:s^€afl: on their religion 
by that event. But the aperies, who 
-were pcrfeiftly inftrufted m the religion 
of their divine mafter, were fo far from 
wifhing to deny or evade this matter, 
ihat they eftabliihed the fadl, and open- 
ly preached that Chrift died, and that 
he died for our fins ; without this, there 
could not be any f0un(^ation for the par- 
don of them ; and without the ignominy 
ofthccrofs, there could be no founda- 
tion for the glory o^ the refurredron. 

The crucifixion and death of Jefns 
then are to be confidered as the direct 
way to his exaltation, ** Becaufe he 
humbled himfelf and became obedient 
to death, even 4he death of the croft > 
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therefore God hath highly exalted hiiar 
and given Iiim a name which is above- 
every name, that in the name of Jefvis^ 
every knee fl^puld bow, and every tongue 
confeis him Lord, to the glory of God 
thef^her/' 

II. It follows from the* truth of cdir 
Lord^s refurre<£tion,that his apoftles were 
divinely commillioned, to preach the gof^ 
pel through the world .^. The fame books, , 
which contain the evidence of his reftir- 
rediion^ give us an account of the com-* 
miiHon which; he gave to his apoftles ; 
. by which he provided in' the moft proper 
and efFeAual way for the continuance of^ 
his religioa in^ the world.. It was not 
intended that bis vifit to this world 
ihould be of any longer continuance 
than was neceifaFy to eftablifhand con- 
firm the truth of his divine miflion, and 
lay a £ure foundation for our hope of 
enjoying the benefits of paidon and im- 
mortality. It was fit and right that his 
voluntary humiliation fhould be reward- . 
ed with the higheft honours, and that 
he ihould return, ia triumph to that gj[(^ 
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nous world fjrom whence he came. But 

it was <^qually neceiTary that his religioa^ 

fiiould be propagated in this world. 

His peribnal miniftry wns confined to* 

** the loft flieep of the houfe of Ifrael j"* 

but he had •** other flieep which were? 

not of that fold,**" and it was neceflary 

that •• they aMo fliould be brought in,- 

that there might be one fold and onc- 

fliepher d . "' Accordingly when he fpake^ 

of the cffecfl of his death he faid, " If J 

be lifted up from the earth, I will draw 

all men to me/'' The commiffion given- 

to his apoftles wa» «xpreffed in the moft: 

univcrlal terms-, •* Go ye into all the^ 

world and preach the gofpel fo every 
creature. " ** Go y^ and teach all na-- 

tions.'^ ''As my father kathfent me^ 

io fend I you.'*^ The apoftle& under-^ 

Aood their commiifion in this extenfive* 

&nfe and accordingly each one took his^ 

diftjrii^ a^d travelled over that part of the 

world which fell to KIs lot. Whence- 

we may ccmclude,. that it was the will of 

.Chrift, that during the firft and pureft 

ag?i. tbi^ k&o wkdgc of the truth fliouldi 



fee* propagated through the world, ac- 
companied with the fame evidence which 
IVas exhibited before the* eyes of the 
Jews. The * impartial- regard which 
God had to all men would not fufFer 
him to confine thefe" ** glad tidings of 
great joy** to' any pai'ticular nirtion. As 
he is no refpetSler of piE5rfoni?, and would 
have all men fevedj send come to the 
knowledgeof the truth, fo the meflert- 
gfersot truth were fent forth to com^ 
ifiand all rticn every where tordpent. 

Different people treated the gofpal 
differently. To fome it was a' ** favour 
of life to life ; to others of death to 
death.** Some hafve p refer ved fome 
parts of the religion of Jefus pure, whilft 
they have corrupted other parts ; fomfe 
fcave prfefcrved Whaft othert haVe corrupt- 
ed, and' fome have loft both the namte 
and the power of if.. Theie' differences 
are to be afcribed ft> various cau fesi 
ignorance,* fe>perftitic)ni impofture, bigd-. 
fry, covctoufnefs, pVidfe, invafion, per- 
secution and tyranny^ have in their ref- 
fe^ive degrees. contubuted t^ maf tte 
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-glory of the chriftian religion and deface 
the purity of its inftitutions ; but not- 
withftanding the combination or preva- 
fency of thefe caufes, yet we may reft 
aiTured that as the chriftian religion has 
not been loft, fo ' ' the gates of hell fhall^ 
never prevail againft it,'* 

III. Ftom the truth of the refurrec-- 
tdon of Jefus Ghrift we deduce the divine' 
^authority of the books^ of the ;i^5£; Teftar- 
tnenr. The apoltles were mortal as> 
well asoth^rmem Had there been na^ 
proviiion for a fucc^on of teachers^, nor' 
9oy authentic ftandard of doQ^nfk% pre^ 
ferved and eftabli0ied: in* the chriftian- 
church, the religion of the gofpel would' 
fiot have rftifvivcd the firft age ; but it 
was intended for ai/i^r^sr^/f jreUgicm ;notr 
io be worn out or difufed, but to lail^ 
forever^ It- was not defigned for any 
one age or place^ or for any one parti- 
cular clafs or denomination of men ; but: 
for mankind imiverlallyv. It has its-fdua- 
dation in: the rational nature' of man : kr 
applies to his underftanding, judgment,, 
coniciencey^ will and ftffe&ione ;. and. it 



regards all men equally. It is a religioft 
which has produced converts frorii 
heathen ifm and judaifih ; from every 
^cies of idolatry and fuperftition in the 
world : It is adapted to all countries and 
to all climates : It teaches mankind ever^ 
where, the fame truths to be believed* ;^ 
the fame duties to be pradlifed ; the fame 
examples to be imitated ; the fame mo- 
tives to influence their conduit ; and, it 
fets before them the fame hoped and 
profpciSs to animate them in doing arid 
fufFering the Will of God.- 

This being the nature and defigri of 
the religion of Chrift it Was highly pro^ 
per ahd neceffary that it fhould be com- 
mitted to writing ; and that copies of 
what was written fhbuld be preferved • 
fo that fucceeding ages niight enjoy tht 
benefit of \Vhat was delivered by Chriff 
and his ipoflles.- 

Accordingly We find that there artf 
feooks^ preferVed and handfeddown to us, 
which have been acknowledged a^ au-* 
«hentic by chriftians of ancient and mo-^ 
cerai^ times^ by chriilisu:)S- of dij^rans 
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^6Ls and parties j who, though they 
have differed widely in their fentiments^ 
refpedting fome of the dodlrines taught 
in thefe writings, yet have conftantly 
appealed to them as the ftandard of 
truth; and their mutual jealoufy has 
made them fo watchful of each other, 
that no material alteration- could have 
been introduced into thefe books, with- 
out being detected, by one party or a-» 
nother. Since the art ofprinting has been 
difcovered, the moll fcrupulous care has 
been taken to have thefe books correct i 
and whilft there is a fpirit of inquiry 
prevailing and opportunity given to all, 
to fearch, and judge for themfelves, 
there can be no danger of any perfon be- 
ing impofed upon, with regard to the 
fenfe of fcripture/ 

From thefe confiderations, we may 
be fatisfied on good grounds, that the 
books delivered to us as the writings of 
the apoftles and evangelifts are genuine 
and authentic ; written as they were di-» 
redled by the Jptrit of truth ; which 

^M% Chrift promifed to feijd intQ th9' 
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world after his afcention to the light 

han d of the father. 

; It is not however pretended that fhfc in- 

fpiration by which the new Teftament was 

written extended to particular words and 

* phrafes, and modes of fpeech. There 

is a divcrfity x)f ftyle among the facred 

writers, according to each one*s natural 

gift and particular genius and difpo- 

iition. But what k meant by- infpira* 

tion is, that there was fuch a fuperin- 

tending divine influence with the facred 

writers as brought to their remembrance 
what the yhad feenand heard of ourLord^s 

difcourfes and of his life and actions ; 
jand preferved them from committing 
any material error in the rcprefentation 
which they have given us of the truths of 
chriflianity. Nor is this idea of divine 
infpiration to be underflood as if every 
tnatter or thing which is occafionally 
mentioned in the writings of theapoiiles^ 
were guided and governed by the divine 
fpirit. It is evident that fometimes the 
japoilles give their own private opinions, 
f9n certain points j at other times th^ 
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introduce falutations to their friends; or 
give directions about c6mmon affairs ; an 
particularly-whereTaul direds Timothy 
to bring ftie cloie which he left at Trpa^, 
with the 'books and parchments j , and 
advifesliim to drink wine with water 
for the fake of his health. Thefe things 
are brought in incidentally, in familar 
cpiftlcs, and fliow that the apoitleswerc 
men in fimilar circumftances with other 
mfen ; having the Tame infirmities and 
'wants as ourfelves. But thefe fmall 
^tnatters do not detrad: from the value 
and importance of thofe dignified fenti- 
ments, and fublime defcriptions which 
are given in other parts of the lame 
writings ; of which there is one of the 
mofl noble fpecimens in the ij;th chap- 
■tcr of the ift, Epiftle to t he Corinthians. 
No.perfoti Can read this -chapter, with 
any proper degree of attention, without 
being forcibly ftruck with the Angular- 
ity and fublimity of the fubje(ft,and the 
-eloquence and pathos of the language ; 
all which together fhrongly mark it as 

^ difcourfe written under the direiUioa 

M 



of that holy fpirit which fe^rcheth the 
deep things of God ; which unveils the 
glpries of the future ftate j and penetrates 
into thofe things which eye could not 
have fcen, nor ear heard, nor could have 
entered into the heart of man, unlefs GocJ 
had taught them to us by the minillry 
of his Son a»d his fpirit. 

IV, Another deducSlion which we 
make from the dodlrine of the refurrec-- 
tion of Jefus, is,» that the fcriptures of 
the Old T^ejiamnt contain divine reve-^ 
J at ion s^ 

If there were no other proof of this, 
it would be fufficient to reft the truth of 
it upon the credit of jefus Chrift and 
that of his apoftles. For if it be all ow- 
td that he came with ^ divine commif- 
fion to declare the truth of God, and that 
he commiffioned theni to propagate the . 
fame truth ; and if it be certain that both 
he and they appealed to the writings of 
Mofes and the prophets, as facred, au- 
thentic books, acknowledged as fuchby 
the Jewifh church ; if he and they quot- 
ed the predications therein contained, ancl 
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Spplied them to oceafions and events,' in 
that age in which they lived j then we 
have the higheft authority for believing 
that thofe books contain revelations of 
the mind and will of God, who fpake 
'^ at fundry times and in divers manners, 
to the fathers, by the prophets. Thefe 
predidt ions refer to a multitude of events, 

fome of which are fo Angular and uncx- 
^ ampled, that no human penetration could 
have forcfeen or even imagined them ; 
but yet we have the moft credible evi- 
dence of their exa(5t fulfilment. One of 
them is that great event, the refurredion 
of Jefus Chrifb;. for the language of the 
New Teftament is, that he rofe again, 
^ccordifig to thefcriptures. If therefore 
he role from the dead,thpn theprophecies 
of the Old Teflamcnt, which foretold 
this among other great events, were writ- 
ten by inipiration of God. Befides this, 

it is to be obferved, that there is fuch a 
conned^ion between the chriflian and the 
Jcwifli religions, that if one be true the 
other is true alfo. They are both parts 
of one plan, the one contains the (had- 
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QW.an:^ the other the fubftance j one is the 
letter, and the other the fpirit. The 
Jewifh religion canqpt be j^operly un- 
derftood without the chriftian ; which 
Ihows the fulfitnicnt of many things, pre- 
dicted and typified, under that ancient 
difpenfation ; as any one may be fully 
fiitisfijed by perufipg the epiftle to the 
Hebrews, written by a:, learned Jew,, 
brought' up in the fchbpl of Gamaliel,, 
but better inflruded by Jefus Chrift. 

V. It alfo follows from the refur- 
rc(5tionofJefu&Ghrift,that ihexefurrecSlion 
of the dead is the only true do(5lrine of 
immortality^ 

The heathen world had ho clear ideas 
of futurity. Sbme of their wifeft men. 
had a notion of the immortality of the- 
foul, confidered as fcparate from the body 
or of its paffing into, and animating oth- 
er bodies ; but they had no idea .of the 
refurfedtion of the body .tp life. So ig- 
norant wer? the wifefl^of them on this 
point, that when Paul preached ^^r/i/j 
and the refurretiion at Athens, they cal- 
k^J^ijn ** a fetter forth of ftrangc Gods^^ 
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fuppofing Jefus to be the name of one, 

- and Atiafiafis (the Greek word for re- 

• • furreftion) to be the name of another. 

- And even with refpec^ to the immortal- 
ity of the foul, their notionswereconfuf- 
ed , and their proofs vague and inconclu- 

' five. Socrates, though he ufed a varie- 
^ ty of arguments in fupport of this doc- 
trine yet told his difciples, " that if the 

• proofs which he offered, Ihould appear 
infufficient, it would be ^eceflary for 

• them to fearch for Others that wbuld .be 
more fatisfadlory. " Cicero, though he 

- endeavoured with all the force of his 
genius to affert the do(3^rine of immor- 
tality, yet declared *• that his' belief of 
it was founded moi:6"'oh the pleafiire of 

' the profpedt, than on the cbnvidioa^ 
af his mind from thq arguments ufed in 
its favour,"* Thetnith is, they had 
fomefublime ideas of God; and of the 
nature of the humiaft foul ; and. they 
could not bear to think that God woyld 
create fuch a noble being, to live onlv a 
fhort time; in this world and then die 

••Ulacklock's Paradcfis, pqge 297* 

Ma 
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with the body. Hence they were Jed 
to frame arguments ancj conjcA^ures, ref- 
peding the prqjkabUity. of,. the fours fu- 
ture exifleocQ .and imcdprtality^ whiiph ; 
tljey wiflaed miglit pro.ve.\true, ; and il is , 
faid that. P!la.to intimated his expei^ation < 
that God would foroc tiracor ©ther m^ke - 
this matter certain^ by., a reYclation. to 
rnankind,. Such weretheancieat D^^; ^ 
'* they let themf?ivfis to proves the jresdi- ^ 
ty of a future ftate ; and caught at every 
thing w.hic!i had tho, fluadow of proba- 
bility ; they were £snfible of llie needpf 
fuch a do(5lripc, andgave,a degree ok 
plaufibility to . the ^ arguments in its 
favour :*; Yet it i« certain that the true 
dojftrine, of immortality was never 
brought to ligbf f but by the refurre(5liDrx 
of Jefus Chrift. . By that great evcxtf 
v/eare inftruded,, that the gofpel hope 
of immortality is a ;:efurre(3:ioa pf the 
body from death ; and a^rcunion of the 
foul to- it, never more^to be feparated i 
•* that this corruptible (hall put onin* 
corruption, and this mortal J[hall put on 
impiprtality and thc.n fliall be broiigjit tQ 
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pafs the I'aykig, that :is4 written, death as ^ 
fwallo wed up in viiStoryi^l 

The gofpel indeed dees not give us a . 
circurnftantial., and particular , detail of \ 
the employments and entertainments of^' 
the future ftate, as did fome of the an-.'; - 
cient poets who believed the foul's im- - 
mortality^ and *zst. did Mahomet ; who » 
framed his fy ft em agreeable :ta the tafte : 
and difpQfitionof the pcbplc who were ta« » 
receive it for truth; , Divine revelation \ 
gives us an aflluranceand a pledge of im- - 
mortality, by which the certainty of it f 
is eftablifhed ; but its blifsful fcenes are -j 
' fa tranicendentlyjr fublimc and glori-.- 
ous as to furpafs th^ power of defcrip* - 
tion^ and therefore we are. only told ** it .r 
doth not yet appear what we (hall be, . 
but when he^^who is our life, fliall ap-^- 
pear, we (hall "^be like him. ; fcfi we ihall i 
fee him as h^ is T^' 

Ourbufinefs then is not to pry into i 
th6 fecretsof the future .ftate, but to pre- 
pare for it ; to. imitate thofe graces and-j 
virtties which appeared in Chrift^^, if wr • 
«f e^ to have - V our bodies fafliioRfidtl 
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